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Letter from South Croxton Rectory

The challenge of change
T

oday as I am writing I am thinking of all the young people in our villages receiving
exam results. There may be tears of joy and despair!
The immediate future will have certainty for some – next step of college/university/gap
year planned, while for others there are different options to consider. I can, (just about!),
remember the excitement at 18 of planning to go to teacher training college 120 miles
away, and deciding what to take with me (no mobile phones, or computers to keep in
touch with those back home!). Please talk with the young people you know and
encourage them in their chosen career paths, and with those who have yet to discover
what is the next possible step for themselves.
When we look back in our own lives we are aware of the many changes that have
happened for ourselves as individuals, and in our society around. Some changes can be
planned and are a natural progression for us (for example, growing from teenager to
adult or beginning working life) At other times
changes are more sudden, and may bring new
challenges and experiences.
I write this as our family faces a change in our work
and life, as we move from rural Leicestershire, to live
and work in the city of Leicester. My husband, Revd
Tony Leighton, has accepted the invitation of the
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and the Bishop,
to the joint post of Master of Wyggeston’s Hospital
and Associate Priest of Holy Apostles, Leicester.
Wyggeston’s is a 501-year-old charity running
sheltered housing and a residential care home. Please
feel free to Google ‘Wyggeston’s Hospital’ to find out
more about it!
As we have to live ‘on site’ in the Master’s House we
“Delivery for whoever ordered the trendy
will all be moving there and I will be resigning as
alternative to a basket of groceries . . . ”
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Rector of the South Croxton and Burrough Hill Benefices. Timing of the move is not
clear yet but it will be sometime during the autumn (more details next month). We will
miss people and many aspects of life and ministry here.
This move will bring changes, not only to ourselves but to the churches in this
Benefice, and South West Framland Group (more of this next month).
As I thought about change I was reminded of a faithful God, and how I have known His
hand leading and guiding in the challenges of past changes. The writers of the Psalms
speak of human experiences of life, and frequently express their confidence in a God
who is with them. May this be our experience now.
“ How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them”. Psalm 139:17
Revd Susan Leighton

Church notices
from the Rector of the South Croxton Benefice, Revd Susan Leighton (840245)
 Families are invited to come along to ‘Messy Church’ on the first Saturday of each
month 3.00—4.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville Village Hall (£1 per family).
What is ‘Messy Church’? Come along and find out as we enjoy being together, making
things together, eating together and celebrating God together through his word, through
music and through prayer. All ages are welcome. The next ‘Messy Church’ sessions
will be on: Saturday September 6. The next sessions will be on October 4, November 1
and December 6.
Contact the Rector for more information.
 Baptism: To have your baby, child or your selves baptised please contact the
rector.
Looking back . . .
 Marriage: Matthew Gissing and Hayley Aller ston on J uly 25 at South Cr oxton;
Pierre de Gaye and Ni Putu Sri Lia Agustini on July 26 at Ashby Folville and Benjamin
Auty and Fiona Henderson on August 23 at Gaddesby.
We wish these couples every happiness as they begin their married lives together.
 Funerals: We offer our pr ayer s and sympathy to the family and fr iends of
Joanne (Jo) Spencer of Twyford. The funeral was held in Gaddesby church on
Thursday July 10. Neville Richards, Jo’s father, who is the regular organist at
Gaddesby, played for the moving service, which was attended by a large number of
people from the area.
Events
 Thank you to all who supported the afternoon teas at Gaddesby Church in July, and
the Great Gaddesby Fun Weekend in August. Thank you to all who gave generously to
these different events. The funds raised contribute so much to the running and upkeep
of our historic churches.
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The churches in the benefice contributed to two charities during Lent. The Farming
Community Network was given £74.30 towards relief efforts for Somerset levels
farmers. The FCN said ‘ . . . it really will make a difference’. The sum of £55.50 was
sent to the Bishop’s Lent Appeal for 2014, which was in support of a well at St Philip’s
Church in Nablus in the West Bank. The Bishop wrote to express his thanks.
 Thank you to the Twyfor d and Distr ict Br anch of the Royal Br itish Legion for
arranging the ‘Lights out’ event at Gaddesby War Memorial on August 4. It was a
special occasion on a fine evening.
 News of two young people: Mar tha Housby of Bar sby has the oppor tunity to go
with her school, Catmose College, to Ghana in October. During the two weeks the
group of students will be building part of a christian orphanage. Please support her fundraising efforts for this trip. Ring 840192 for further information.
Secondly, congratulations to Aiden Leighton, of South Croxton, on being selected to
play tennis at the World Special Olympics in Los Angeles in July of next year. All
athletes have to raise their own sponsorship of £2,500! There will be details in churches
of sponsored event(s) Aiden hopes to do this year. Ring 840245 for further information.
Thank you for donations received so far, for Martha and Aiden.
 Good news for Thorpe Satchville Church! The scaffolding has now been put in
position and the work on the roof is beginning. Thank you to all who have contributed at
different fund-raising activities. If you would like to ‘Sponsor a slate (roof tile)’ with a
donation there will be opportunity to do so in September (contact J. Smith 840876).
Looking forward . . .
 The Mothers’ Union invite you to their afternoon service of Holy Communion on
Thursday September 4 at 2.30 pm in Gaddesby chur ch. It will be conducted by
Revd Susan Leighton. The service will be followed by tea and refreshments. All
welcome.
 Evensong will be on the second Sunday, September 14, at 6.00 pm in South
Croxton church. A group of singers are meeting once a month to rehearse to lead the
singing at Evensong. The choir rehearsal is on Tuesday September 9 at 7.00 pm at South
Croxton church.
 Harvest Services and Events:
Celebrate and give thanks to God!
Sunday September 21 at 10.30 am Gaddesby
Sunday September 28 at 10.30 am Thorpe Satchville Village Hall
Sunday September 28 at 6.00 pm South Croxton
Sunday October 5 at 6.00 pm Twyford (united with Methodists)
Sunday October 12 at 6.00 pm Ashby Folville
There will be a Harvest Auction with a Ploughman’s Supper on Monday September 29
at 7.00 pm in Thorpe Satchville Village Hall, in aid of the Roof Appeal. The auctioneer
will be David Gulley. Help with the new roof and have an entertaining evening! For
further information and tickets for the supper contact Judy Gulley (840528).
There will be a Harvest Auction in The Saddle Inn, Twyford, on Monday October 6.
South Croxton and Ashby Folville will be holding harvest suppers in October (details in
next month’s magazine).
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 Community Lunch: The next event will be at Sysonby Knoll, Melton Mowbr ay,
on Tuesday September 23, 12.00 pm for a 12.30 pm start.
We do hope that you will be able to join us. If you would like more information please
contact either: Annette Piper (840627); Davina Bates (454201; Beryl Newman (0116
2603247); Vic Allsop (434697).
We are most grateful to our volunteer drivers who will be happy to pick up anyone from
our villages who needs transport. Having lunch together is a great opportunity for the
people of our villages to meet up, and enjoy each other’s company.
The Community Lunch Team.
 Date for your diaries: Calling all cyclists and walkers! . . . would you be willing
to ride or walk around some of the churches in the South West Framland group on
Saturday September 13? This is an annual sponsored event, ‘Ride + Stride’, and the
amount you raise is divided between your church and the Leicestershire Historic
Churches Trust (this trust helps churches such as ours by giving grants towards work
needed). Further information and sponsor forms from Mrs P Spencer (840655.)
Revd Susan Leighton (840245).

Jo Spencer
David, Harry, Rebecca and Oliver Spencer and their family would like to thank their
many friends and neighbours who have supported them throughout Jo’s illness and who
have continued to support them since her passing. They would also like to say how much
they appreciated all the contributions of food and help that made the celebration of her
life a very special and fitting tribute. Donations in her memory have so far exceeded
£2,250, which will be split between the Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Rutland Air
Ambulance and Talyllyn Railway Company in Mid Wales.

Mothers’ Union
The group will be taking Holy Communion at Gaddesby on September 4 at 2.30 pm with
the Rev Susan Leighton. The group meets on the first Thursday of the month. Further
information from Annette Piper (840627). New members welcome.

Parish councils
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The next meeting will be on
Monday September 8 at Gaddesby Village Hall. The following meeting will be on
Monday October 13 at Ashby and Barsby Village Hall. Both meetings start at 6.45 pm.
At the beginning of each meeting there is a timeslot during which people living in the
parish can raise matters of concern. Please contact the clerk, Trudy Toon (840490), if
you wish to raise any issues.
South Croxton Parish Council: The next meeting is on Thur sday September 4 at
6.30 pm at the village hall. The following meeting will be on Thursday October 2.
Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The next meeting is on Tuesday
September 16 at 7.30 pm in Twyford Village Hall.
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Women’s Institutes
Barsby and Ashby Folville: Felons, Phantoms and Fiends will be br ought to the
attention of members by Mr G Sutherland on Wednesday September 10. The
competition is “Picture of a villain from the past”.
Gaddesby: Ther e has been a lot of baking going on in the kitchens of our WI. In
early August our catering committee provided a sumptuous tea for the ladies of Shearsby
and Arnesby WI before their visit to Brooksby College. Our members provided some
beautiful cakes for the occasion and cakes were also provided for the cake stall at the
Gaddesby Fun Weekend and for our own very successful summer event held in a
member’s garden. Well done everyone and thank you. Daphne Tucker
Liz Credington will tell members about “When You Wish Upon a Star” at the meeting
on Wednesday September 10. The competition is “Anything beginning with S”.
We are running a coach outing to Ely on Saturday October 4 and have space available.
Please contact Daphne (841184) for details.
South Croxton: Per sonal safety for women dr iver s will be consider ed by member s
at their meeting in the village hall on Thursday September 18.

Ashby Folville and Barsby
Red Cross: Pam Adams thanks the fr iends in Bar sby who so kindly donated
£165.55 to the British Red Cross

Gaddesby
Fun weekend: 'The Gr eat Gaddesby Fun Weekend' r aised a pr ovisional total of
£4,500, despite the best efforts of the weather! This will enable us to install a
defibrillator in the village and cover all the running and insurance costs for a minimum
of seven years. The remaining monies will be split equally between the church heating
fund and the Derbyshire, Leicestershire & Rutland Air Ambulance. Thank you again to
everyone who supported this event and made it such a great success. Lance
Teas and Things: Many thanks to all who suppor ted the event in any way .Your
efforts helped raise just over £200 for church funds. Well done. Di
Village hall
Refurbishment work is going well and the surrounding trees have been given a light
trim. Zumba, Mondays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact Jess Warrington (840732); Yoga,
Tuesdays, 7.30—9.00 pm, contact Barbara Jackson (424487); Aerobics, Thursdays,
7.00—8.00 pm, contact Justine Hunt (840435) and during the autumn, spring and winter
months Why Not Come Dancing (WNCD) Saturdays, 7.00—11.00 pm, starting again in
October, contact Barry Preston (840381) and the Gaddesby Women’s Institute, second
Wednesday of the month, 7.00—11.00 pm, contact Daphne Tucker (841184). Contact
Sue Evans (840305) for bookings.
Children’s Society boxes: I will be calling to collect the boxes dur ing September , so
could you please have your box ready for collection. Thanks. Jenny

5

South Croxton
Lottery: The J uly lotter y winner was Hugh Lane Anyone wishing to join the
monthly lottery can contact Tracy Campbell (01664.840042), Ann Crawford (840231) or
Angela Wood (840620) to find out more.
Village hall: The committee would like to thank The Golden Fleece for donating the
meat for our BBQ in the park event and Bunny Boiler for providing some brilliant
entertainment. Sadly the weather was against us but to all those who came to or
supported us with this event a big thank you.
Big Brunch Walk, Saturday October 11 (Please note change of date). Br ing your
family and friends on a guided walk (50p per walker and bus fare for bus hop walk
finishing with a ‘home cooked’ brunch (for sale) at the village hall.
Bus hop walk! (no dogs): Be at the bus stop opposite the pub at 9.45 am prompt.
Bookings for Brunch will be taken before leaving for a walk of about six miles
Local walk: About four miles, starting at 10.00am from the village hall.
Food served from 12.30 pm (just in case you don’t want to walk).
Crafty Chatter: Tea/coffee, chat and cr aft. Alter nate Wednesday after noons
(August 13 and 27) , 2—4pm, £1 per session. Here’s a chance to dig out those half-done
craft projects. Bring them along and enjoy completing them in the company of other
‘crafters’. Like to learn something new? With all our skills combined I’m sure we can
help you master a new skill—e.g. crochet, cross stitch, knitting or jewellery-making
 The hall is available for events, parties and classes. Contact Caroline (840272) to
make your booking.
Donations: Don’t for get the Stor ehouse Pr oject. Each chur ch has a box for
donations. There is no sign that the need is diminishing. There are still people who are
vulnerable or marginalised by the economic situation, so our help is much appreciated.
(The good folk of Thorpe Satchville currently lack a church! South Croxton church is
always open so you are welcome to put donations in that box). Brian Piper
Congratulations: Revds Tony and Susan Leighton celebr ate their silver wedding
anniversary on September 9.

Thorpe Satchville
Village hall:
Village barbecue: September 7, 12:00 onwar ds, on the par k. All villager s, family
and friends welcome. Hot dogs, burgers, bar and rounders. See you there!

Twyford
Village hall:
Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, September 7, 14, 21.
Tuesday, 6.00 pm, September 2.
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, September 3, 10, 17, 24.
Carpet bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, September 1, 15, 29.
Drop In: Fr idays, 10.30 am, September 5, 19.
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Whist drive: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, September 19.
Woolly Days: Knitting, spinning, cr ochet, weaving and other cr afts, Satur day
September 13, 10.30—3.30 pm. Bring your work with you and enjoy a day with likeminded people, everyone welcome, £5.00.
Inns and Outs: One Eye Open, September 9, 7.30 pm. Christine and Patric reveal all
about our local radio station, 103 The Eye. Bring a plate of food to share and a drink.
(840012 ).
Macmillan Coffee Morning: Please come and suppor t our coffee mor ning on
Wednesday, September 24, 10.30—12.30 pm in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support,
remembering those we love and miss. Let’s make this a record fund-raising year.
Donations and cakes gratefully received. Contact 840774 or 841145 for information.
Twyford Guild of Artists: Fr ee entr y and r efr eshments at the exhibition on
September 27 and 28, 12—5.00 pm. There is an open section for ‘Made in Twyford’ art
and craftwork, for sale or display only. Application forms 840118.
Advance notice: ‘A Fete wor se than Death!’ Mur der myster y evening for the
family (8 years+), October 4, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm start. This was a very popular event
last year, so please call 840992 as soon as possible to reserve tickets.
Village Hall Bookings: Our new autumn pr ogr amme of events is available fr om
September. The hall has been redecorated, and now has new boilers. It is an excellent
venue and is available for booking for your party, wedding, meeting or other event. Call
Chris (840774) for more information.

Who’s who in the South Croxton Beneﬁce
Rector of the South Croxton Beneﬁce (all numbers preceded by area code 01664): The Revd Susan
Leighton: The Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton, LE7 3RJ. Tel: (840245)
susan.leighton2@b/nternet.com
Clergy: Revd Peter Collins: The Rectory,
2 Carrﬁelds Lane, Frisby, LE14 2NT, (434985) revdpeter@msn.com
Revd Tony Leighton: The Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton, LE7 3RJ, (840245)
tony0leighton@b/nternet.com
Reader: Mr Malcolm Bri5on: 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-Wreake. (434490),
mr.bri5on@virgin.net
Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664)
Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt (840783)
South Croxton with Beeby:
Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)
Twyford & John O’Gaunt:
Gaddesby contact:
David Wyrko (840385)
Thorpe Satchville contacts:
Janet Collins (840649) & Jane Smith (840876)
The South Croxton Beneﬁce is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group which operates an oﬃce.
For all wedding enquiries please contact the Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Cluster Oﬃce, 29
Main Street, Great Dalby, LE14 2ET, (561909) or clusteradmin@b/nternet.com.
Newsle.er Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184) Contribu/ons, news, events and no/ces may be emailed to
churchmaged@gmail.com or leE at/posted to 18 Ashby Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF (next to the village hall
car park). The deadline for the October edi1on is September 22.
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MC = Methodist Centre/Church
88

VH = Village Hall

