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Letter from South Croxton

A short story set in your village

F

riday morning. The phone rang. “Hello, Joan, I’m just ringing to let you know that
Harry, one of the volunteer drivers, will collect you from home for lunch next
Monday at 11.30 am.”
“ Oh, thank you for calling – I’m looking forward to it”, replies Joan.
As she put the phone down Joan headed for the kitchen, and began to think about what
to wear on Monday. As she reached for the pen to write 11.30 am on the large calendar
by the back door, she savoured the memory of the excellent lunch last month. It was to
be her third time at the monthly lunch and she was already getting to know people – a
welcoming lively group, but not too
overwhelming.
Last time she sat near Nancy and they
exchanged phone numbers so had spoken
three (or maybe four?) times on the phone
during the month. Nancy had been at the
same primary school but they had lost
touch over the years. Fancy, they only lived
nine miles away from each other now. Joan
wistfully thought, it’s not far in a car, but it
would be very difficult to travel by two
buses to see one another now because of my
poor eyesight, and Nancy’s mobility
problems. As she sat down she reflected,
this monthly community lunch is proving to
be something of a godsend for me. She
began to smile.
Just over three years ago three people from
different churches realised that some people
“The new vicar seems prey conﬁdent in his
ability to increase church aendance!”
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in the villages were unable to get out much. The three people got together to explore the
idea of providing an affordable lunch at a local venue, once a month, primarily for those
who live alone. Transport was needed, and suitable venues (pubs/village halls/caterers),
to support local businesses were considered. After grant applications, for funding of
transport, were successful, the Community Lunches of the South West Framland (SWF)
Anglican and Methodist churches began. Numbers have now tripled to over sixty people
participating!
Recently in the media, much has been made of the reduction in time home carers can
give. Mrs Lubanov, interviewed on Radio 4’s Today programme said: “What I’d like
most would be for someone to have time to have a chat, cook a meal, and sit down and
have it with me.”
I’m reminded of the 1970’s Sydney Carter song (echoing challenging words of Jesus):
‘When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you there?
When I needed a neighbour were you there?’
Although this venture is of a slightly different nature we hope the SWF Community
Lunches in our area can enable some people to get out, to meet others and enjoy a meal
together.
If you would like to participate or know of a neighbour/friend who wishes to attend
please contact one of the team listed below.
Rev Susan Leighton

November Community Lunch
The Parish Community Hub held its most recent lunch at the Belvoir Brewery, Old
Dalby. Thank you to everyone who supported this event.
The next event will be our Christmas Lunch and will also be our last get-together for the
year. It will be held at:
Ashby Folville Village Hall
Monday November 25
Lunch at 12 pm for 12.30 pm start.
We do hope that you will be able to join us.
If you would like more information please contact either:
Annette Piper (840627)
Davina Bates (454201)
Beryl Newman (0116 2603247)
Vic Allsop (434697)
We are most grateful to our increasing number of volunteer drivers who will be happy to
pick up anyone from our villages who needs transport.
If you haven’t been before do consider coming along, it’s a great opportunity for the
people of our villages to meet up, and enjoy each other’s company.
The Community Lunch Team.
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Church notices
from the Rector of the South Croxton Benefice, Revd Susan Leighton
(840245)
Dates for your Diary:
I Families are invited to come along to ‘Messy Church’ on the first Saturday of each
month 3.00—4.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville Village Hall (£1 per family).
What is ‘Messy Church’? Come along and find out as we enjoy being together, making
things together, eating together and celebrating God together through his word, through
music and through prayer.
The autumn ‘Messy Church’ sessions will be on:
Saturday November 2; – ‘I am the light of the wor ld’
Saturday December 7. ‘Christmas Special’
Contact Revd Susan Leighton.
I Baptisms: To have your baby, child or your selves baptised please contact Revd
Susan Leighton.
Looking back. . .
Thank you to all those who have been busy decorating our churches for harvest, and
working at harvest suppers/lunches/auctions.
Also thank you for the generous donations of produce and money, which have assisted
several local and national charities.
The harvest auction at Thorpe Satchville raised £900 for the roof appeal
Funerals: We offer our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Vonnie
Gardner, formerly of South Croxton. Her funeral was at Grantham Crematorium
followed by a Service of Thanksgiving at South Croxton church on Tuesday October 15.
I Canon Michael writes:
It was a joy and delight to welcome so many parishioners, friends and family to our
Celebration of Ministry on the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels at Little Dalby on
September 29. There were about 220 people plus children, and the service was a
spectacular expression of Christian Ministry.
NOT my ministry, but the ministry of Christ, who was made a little lower than the
angels but crowned with Glory and honour. (Hebrews 2:9)
The Angels give service to God in the heavenly realm, and it is left to us – every
Christian – to give service to his beloved world.
I have been blessed with a partner in all this, my dear wife Helen, who is never slow in
telling me when I am an idiot! We received many cards of good will and blessing so we
can rejoice and be glad! Thank you all.
We were able to send £200 to the Bishop’s Discretionary fund which he uses for people
in ministry in need of financial help.
Thank you to everyone who assisted in preparing and presenting the service.
As usual the Little Dalby Team was in good form! Our Churchwardens, Mary and
I Continued on Page 4
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Carolyn, Annie and the flower arrangers, and those who decorated the church. The men
who came to put up and take down the marquee, cut the grass, and who helped to serve
and park the cars. To all of you who brought food to share, and to all who came and
enjoyed the fellowship of a truly Christian Celebration. Thank you! Canon Michael
Looking forward . . .
I warmly invite you to the November services – see Back Page.
I On Sunday November 3 there will be an Annual Bereavement Service at St
Andrew’s, Twyford at 3.00 pm. The service will provide an opportunity for all those in
our communities in the South Croxton benefice who have lost loved ones in recent times
to come together in an act of remembrance, and to give thanks to God for those who
have died. During the service there will be a time of reflection, when names of our loved
ones are recalled and a candle lit for each one. If you would like the name of a loved one
to be recalled please let Vic Allsop in the Cluster Office know (561909). Refreshments
will be served after the service.
I The next Evensong will be on Sunday November 10 at 6.00 pm in
Thorpe Satchville church. The rehearsal for anyone who wishes to assist
with leading the singing will be at Thorpe Satchville church on Thursday
November 7 at 8pm.
I The annual Remembrance Day service, with the Royal British Legion Twyford and
District branch, and 1st Thorpe Satchville Cubs and Beavers, will be on Sunday
November 10, at 10.45 am in South Croxton Church
I There will also be an Act of Remembrance at Gaddesby War Memorial on Monday
November 11. Meet in church at 10.50 am.
I On Saturday November 23 at 3.00 pm there will be a short interment of ashes service
in St John the Baptist, South Croxton, remembering the life of the Rev David Priston.
Simon and Philippa, his son and daughter, would like to invite anyone who remembers
their father to join them for the service and afterwards for tea in the church.
I South Croxton Church will be holding their harvest supper in the village hall on
Friday November 15. Please arrive 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm. Tickets are £7.50 adults; £3.50
for children under 12 years, available from Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper
(840627) and Susan Leighton (840245 (please buy by November 10). The supper will be
followed by Rebecca Moore giving a presentation on her trip to Tanzania with the
Bishop’s Youth Council. All are welcome.

Mothers’ Union
New members welcome. Further information from Annette Piper (840627).

Two editions in one
The next edition will run to 12 pages and will cover December and
January. Please send your items by November 22
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Royal British Legion
There will be a Remembrance Parade at South Croxton on Sunday, November 10 at
10.45 am. The branch annual meeting is on December 2 at the Cheney Arms.

Parish councils
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The council will meet at Ashby
and Barsby Village Hall on Monday, November 4, and at Gaddesby Village Hall on
Monday, December 2. Both meetings start at 6.45 pm.
Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The meeting will be on Tuesday
November 19 at 7.30 pm in Twyford Village Hall

WI meetings
Barsby and Ashby Folville: Creating Christmas decorations from the garden will
be the subject of a talk by M. Lloyd. The competition is a home-made Christmas
decoration.
Gaddesby: The annual meeting and cr aft, flower and pr oduce show is on the
agenda for Wednesday, November 13, at 7.30 pm.
South Croxton: The annual meeting is on Thur sday November 21 at 7.30 pm.

Ashby Folville and Barsby
Christmas concert: An evening of Chr istmas music with the Ratby Co-operative
Brass Band led by musical director Michael Fowles, Saturday, December 14, St Mary’s
Church, Ashby Folville. Come and sing along to your favourite Christmas songs and
carols and enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie. Tickets £6.00 per adult,
children free. To book your evening of Christmas songs and carols contact David and
Angela Patton (840964) or Mick and Wendy Farmer( 841260)
Harvest supper: Apologies to Sylvia for omitting her announcement. Editor

Gaddesby
Put on your dancing shoes: The dancing season is her e again. Lear n to dance, or
learn to dance better. Lessons, Gaddesby Village Hall, Saturday evenings. Details,
Audrey and Barry (840381).

South Croxton
Bonfire night: Bonfir e to be lit at 6.00 pm on Monday, November 5. Fir ewor ks
from 6.30 pm. There will be a break halfway through for refreshments.
Christmas Craft Fair: Christmas shopping made easy! Get your Christmas all wrapped
up at our festive fair on Saturday November 23, 11.00—4.00 pm. There will be lots of
stalls, where you can find inspiring presents that you’ll love to give as well as receive.
Stay for morning coffee, lunch or afternoon tea. You can enjoy a delicious hog roast
followed by homemade cakes and mince pies.
Village hall: The hall is available for events, par ties, classes, etc. Contact Car oline
(840272) to make your booking.
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Thorpe Satchville
Chocolate Bingo: Come and have fun, buy
chocolate krispie cakes and win some chocolate –
Saturday November 23 at Thorpe Satchville Village
Hall at 6.00 pm. Tickets from Karina Taylor
(840363) or Jane Smith (840876). In aid of Thorpe
Satchville Church Roof Appeal.
Village hall: Film Night – The Great Gatsby,
November 15, film starts at 8.00 pm. Tickets, £4. per
ticket. Licensed bar . Contact Rachael on 840165 for
“Without thought for his own safety
more information.
George visited his sick parishioners.”
Scout groups: The beaver s meet ever y Thur sday
evening 5.30—6.30 at the village hall and the cubs every other Thursday evening 7.40—
8.15. The groups are looking for new young people to join. Contact
1thorpescouts@gmail.com or come along at 5.30 pm onwards for beavers and 6.45
onwards for cubs. We are also looking for a new chairperson for our group. If anyone
knows of anyone who would be interested in the position please contact us at the village
hall on Thursday nights. Petra Johnson, beaver leader (07971602609 ) or Tim Ashton,
cub leader (07976 378795).

Twyford
Twyford Village Hall
Murder Mystery Evening: Get a gr oup together or join other s to unr avel the twists
and turns of The Mystery of Talbot Manor, Saturday November 2, 7.15 start. (Ages
10+). Ploughman’s supper included. Tickets £10 and £5. More details (840992)
Inns and Outs: Fun photogr aphy evening on Tuesday, November 12, 7.30 pm –
light-hearted quiz and a photo competition (with prizes!) on the theme of ‘Twyford
Highs and Lows’. Please bring your prints, plus a plate of real food (no photographs) to
share. For more details please contact Joy on 840774.
Richard Durrant: Candlelit Chr istmas Concer t, Thur sday, November 28, 7:30 pm
Richard Durrant is a world class guitar virtuoso whose much loved candlelit Christmas
recitals have been performed in many parts of the UK over the past 10 years. The show
is a wintry, musical and visual feast of seasonal music Tickets £8 and £5 (children.) To
book and for more details please contact Chris on 07903 333148 or 01664 840774.
Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, November 3, 10 17, 24;
Tuesdays, 6.00 pm, November 5, 12, 19, 26;
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, November 6, 13, 20, 27.
Carpet Bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, November 11, 25.
Drop In: Fr idays, 10.30 am, November 1, 15, 29.
Whist Drives: Fr idays, 7.30 pm, November 1, 15, 29.
Village Hall Bookings: Twyfor d Village Hall is available for booking for your
party, meeting, wedding or other event. Contact Chris 07903 333148 or 840774 for more
information.
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Who’s who in the South Croxton Beneﬁce
Rector of the South Croxton Benefice
(all numbers preceded by area code
01664): The Revd Susan Leighton: The
Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton,
LE7 3RJ. Tel: (840245)
susan.leighton2@btinternet.com
Clergy:
Revd Peter Collins: The Rectory,
2 Carrfields Lane, Frisby, LE14 2NT,
(434985) revdpeter@msn.com
Revd Tony Leighton: The Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton, LE7 3RJ,
(840245) tony0leighton@btinternet.com
Readers:
Mrs Rhona Tomlyn: 14 High Street, Somerby, LE14 2PZ, (454064)
rhonatomlyn@gmail.com
Mr Malcolm Britton: 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-Wreake. (434490),
mr.britton@virgin.net
Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664)
Ashby Folville & Barsby:

Rosemary Holt (840783)

South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)
Twyford & John O’Gaunt:
Gaddesby contact:

David Wyrko (840385)

Thorpe Satchville contacts: Janet Collins (840649) or Jane Smith (840876)
I The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF)
Group which operates an office. For all wedding enquiries please contact
the Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Cluster Office, 29 Main Street,
Great Dalby, LE14 2ET, (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com.
Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184)
Contributions, news, events and notices may be emailed to
churchmaged@gmail.com
or left at/posted to 18 Ashby Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF
(next to the village hall car park).
The deadline for the December and January magazine,
a combined edition, is November 22.
7

8

