
  

E arlier this Spring a poignant service in St. Paul’s Cathedral celebrated the memory of 
almost 450 service men and women who died in the war in Afghanistan, and 

honoured the hundreds injured. Comfort was a major theme; comfort of those bereaved 
and comfort of those with life-changing wounds. 

Outside the cathedral one grieving mother said she was overwhelmed by the presence of 
so many who had come to stand silently in solidarity with her loss, and the loss of so 
many others. She could not find words to express her gratitude. The comfort was in the 
solidarity, of feeling surrounded by the care of strangers. 

Around Jesus, as He hung on the Cross, was a little group with their hearts breaking in 
solidarity with Him. Who were they? Jesus’s own mother Mary, her sister Salome, Mary 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. (Mark 15:40) With 
them was the Apostle John, Salome’s son.  

But as they sought to comfort Jesus, so He was 
comforting them. He felt His mother’s vulnerability, 
and turning to John said to him, “look after her as if 
she were your own mother”.  

And turning to His mother, He commended her to 
John’s care. 

In the 1662 Prayer Book service of Holy Communion 
we hear the “Comfortable Words”. These are words 
of Jesus to encourage those who set out to follow in 
His way. The word “comfortable” has subtly changed 
its meaning over the years. Today, we feel 
comfortable when we nestle into an easy chair with a 
hot chocolate before the TV. But in the Prayer Book, 
“comfortable words” means also “strengthening 
words”. For example: “Come unto me all that travail 
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Finding comfort in solidarity 
By Canon David Williams, a chaplain with the Thames Gateway NHS Trust (latterly, in retire-

ment, in a voluntary capacity), considers the power of simple “comfort” to those in need. 

Changing the name from “St Mark’s 
Parish Church” resulted in a big in-

crease in the number of men attend-
ing services.  Continued on Page 2 
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Church notices 
The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group which 
operates an office. For all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the 
Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, 
LE14 2ET (561909) or cluste-
radmin@btinternet.com. 

See Page 7 for your village contact and further 
details 

 A special Evensong at Hoby at 6.00 pm on 
Tuesday May 19 will mark the first casualty from 
the village of  the First World War. He died on 
May 19, 1915. This will be followed at 7.15 pm  
by a half-muffled quarter peal. The service will be 
conducted by Revd Canon Philip Norwood. 

Communion at Gaddesby at 10.30 am on Sunday 
May 3 will be conducted by Revd Graham 
Spencer. In the evening, at 6.00 pm, there will be 
an Oddfellows service at Twyford conducted by 
Very Revd John Morley.  

On Sunday May 10 there will be Holy 
Communion at Ashby Folville conducted by Revd 
Canon Michael Wilson at 8.30 am and Holy 
Communion and Baptism at Twyford at 10.30 am conducted by Revd Canon Philip 
Norwood.  

On Ascension Day, Thursday May 14, at 7.30 pm, there will be a united group service 
of Holy Communion at Burrough conducted by Revd Alison Prince. 

Evensong, at 6.00 pm at Ashby Folville, on May 17 will be led by John Dean. 

On May 24, Pentecost, there will be Holy Communion at Thorpe Satchville at 8.30 am, 
conducted by Revd Canon Philip Norwood. All age worship, at 10.30 am at South 
Croxton, will be led by Malcolm Britton. 

 Services during the interregnum could be subject to change at short notice. If you 

are unsure about a service please check with the church warden/s or the office (561909). 

and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.” The comfort is both in the sharing of our 
burdens and in being refreshed to carry them. As always, the strength comes in the 
solidarity of the comforter even more than in the words. 

A young vicar in the Midlands, sat with a woman whose husband had just been killed in 
a coal mining accident. He felt impotent, not knowing what to say, so he sat silently, 
holding the woman’s hand. A few weeks later she said to him: 

“Vicar, I want to thank you for all you did for me the other day.” 

“But I didn’t do anything.” 

“You did. You held my hand.” 

 Continued from Page 1 
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 Marriages: Lee Merr ill and Stephanie Pardoe on Apr il 2 at Ashby Folville.  
We wish this couple every happiness as they begin their life together. 

 Funerals: We offer  our  prayers and sympathy to the family and fr iends of local 
residents whose funerals were held recently:  

Ethel Sinnot at Gaddesby on March 6; Janet Lee at South Croxton on March 20;  
Fred Brown at South Croxton on March 24; Ivy Eaton at Gaddesby on March 25;  
Gertie Horwood at Thorpe Satchville on March 30;  and Geoff Hall of Gaddesby at 
Loughborough Crematorium  on March 31. 

Women’s Institutes 
Barsby and Ashby Folville: Member s will discussing the WI resolution at their  
meeting in Ashby Folville Village Hall on Wednesday May 13.  

Gaddesby: In Apr il, Dr  Jonathan Castleman related the remarkable history of the 
long-established Leicester firm of Norman and Underwood, and gave us a very detailed 
talk entitled ‘Restoration and Preservation of Old Buildings’. He showed us photographs 
of some of the work that he had been involved in which included most of the cathedrals 
in the country, many castles and stately homes, parish churches (including our own) and 
even  the golden dome of the Rock of Jerusalem! We enjoyed a most entertaining and 
engaging talk. 

On May 13 we meet to discuss the 2015 Annual Meeting resolution which is: 

 ‘This meeting calls on HM government to remove the distinction between nursing care 
and personal care in the assessment of the needs of individuals, in order to advance 
health and wellbeing’ 

There will be a plant stall and we will also have time for members to read favourite 
poems or prose passages. The competition is ‘Anything YELLOW’ 

 Daphne Tucker 

South Croxton: Members will be 
discussing the annual resolution at their 
meeting on Thursday May 21.  

Ashby Folville  
and Barsby 

Garden fete: Ashby Folville Garden Fete 
will be held on Saturday June 13. Please 
take any bric a brac to Pam East, Barsby 
Farm, Barsby.  Please note this is one week 
earlier than usual due to an event on the 
cricket field the following week. 

Annual accounts: Following the St 
Mary’s annual parochial church meeting in 
March a copy of the report and accounts is 
available in the church.  If any parishioner 
would like a personal copy please contact 
David Patton (840964). 

Dennis spent a long time in church looking 
for his forbears.” 
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Gaddesby 
Advance warning (save the date):Water loo weekend 
– June 20/21 – to mark the 200th anniversary of the 
Battle of Waterloo. Teas & fun (bring your own hobby-
horse) at the church, plus a small exhibition centred on 
the ‘horse’' statue of Col. Cheney in the chancel.  
Music Sunday: The Water loo celebration will be 
followed by a special Evensong, at 6.00 pm on June 
21, for 'Music Sunday' –  arranged by Neville Richards, 
organist at St. Luke’s for 40 YEARS! 

Village hall 

During the building of the new school extension the 
contractors are using part of our car park for access. 
The lorries are permitted access at only prearranged 
times to minimise problems. Phone numbers are 
displayed in case you have any queries (the code for 
Derby is 01322). 

Zumba, Mondays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact Jess Warrington (840732); Yoga, Tuesdays, 
7.30—9.00 pm, contact Barbara Jackson (424487); Aerobics, Thursdays, 7.00—8.00 
pm, contact Justine Hunt (840435); Why Not Come Dancing (WNCD) Saturdays, 
7.00—11.00 pm, contact Barry Preston (840381) and the Gaddesby Women’s Institute, 
second Wednesday of the month, 7.00—11.00 pm, contact Daphne Tucker (841184).  

Contact Sue Evans (840305) for hall bookings.  

South Croxton 
Dates for your diary:   

Church garden fete, Saturday June 6.   

Fundraiser for the church tower repairs, Saturday June 13, ceilidh and hog roast at Brook 
Farm, Beeby Road.   

Please support these events. 

Christian Aid: Chr istian Aid Week runs from May 10—16. Please give generously to 
this worthy cause. 

Village hall 

Thanks: The committee would like to thank all those who joined us for  the Big 
Brunch Walk in April.  We raised £69 for village hall funds.  

Concert in the church in June: Details to be confirmed. 

Crafty Chatter Tea/coffee, chat and craft. We welcome visitors with any craft/
project – from knitting, sewing and crochet to drawing, painting or jewellery-making. 
Alternate Wednesdays at the village hall, May 6 and 20, 2.0—4.00 pm, £1 when you 
attend. More details from Caroline (840272). 

 The hall is available for events, parties and classes. Contact Caroline (840272) to 

make your booking. 

 

Defeated . . . Napoleon 
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Thorpe Satchville 
Gertie Horwood: A big par t of Thorpe Satchville’s history was lost with the passing 
of Gertie Horwood on March 13. She had lived in the village almost all of her long 
life.  The funeral was attended by so many neighbours and friends in the beautifully 
restored church.  The family wishes to thank the local ladies for pulling out all the stops 
to ensure that all the cleaning, the flower decorations and a warm welcome was available 
on the day.  Special thanks go to Malcolm Britton for a lovely service and to Sheila 
Barker for the music.  Donations to the church raised £560.  Thank you all. Joan Benzie 

Celebration: Following completion of the roof project, there will be a Service of 
Celebration and Blessing on Sunday June 14 at 10.30 am at St Michael and All Angels 
Church, Thorpe Satchville. We are delighted that Bishop Tim will be with us and we 
invite everyone to join us on this special occasion. 

Village hall 

‘Pub Night’: The next pub night is May 29.  ‘Pub Nights’ are an opportunity for 
villagers and anyone else to socialise now that the village does not have a pub. 

Scout groups: The beavers meet every Thur sday evening 5.30—6.30 at the village 
hall and the cubs every other Thursday evening 7.40—8.15. The groups are looking for 
new young people to join. Contact 1thorpescouts@gmail.com or come along at 5.30 pm 
onwards for beavers and 6.45 onwards for cubs. Petra Johnston, beaver leader 
(07971602609 ) or Tim Ashton, cub leader (07976 378795). 

Twyford 
Cakes and plants: St Andrew’s Church, Twyford, Monday May 4, 10.00—12.30 pm, 

in the churchyard. Homemade cakes, jams, preserves and plants for sale. Contributions 
towards the stall gratefully received. Coffee/tea available, raffle. All proceeds to St 
Andrew’s. Please come and support your church and have an enjoyable morning. Ruth 

Johnson 

Oddfellows service:  The Oddfellows’ service will be at Twyford church on Sunday 
May 3 at 6.00 pm. Everyone is welcome at the service and for food afterwards at the 
village hall. Paddy Spencer 

Village hall: 

Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. 
Tuesday, 6.00 pm, May 5. 
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, May 6, 13, 20, 27. 

Carpet bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, May 11, 25. 

Whist drive: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, May 1. 

Drop In: Fr iday, 10.30 am, May 1, 15, 29.  

Parliamentary Election: The polling station at the village hall is open from 7.00 am 
to 10.00 pm on Thursday May 7. 

Inns and Outs: Tuesday May 12:  Details from Paula (840787). 

Woolly Days: Knitting, spinning, crochet, weaving . . . Saturday May 9, 10.30—3.30 
pm. Bring your work and enjoy a day with like-minded people, everyone welcome. 
£5.00 and something for shared lunch. Contact Lizzie (07754 497004) for more details. 

                                                                    

 Continued on Page 4  
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Come to the Ceilidh: Saturday May16 , Twyford Village Hall, 7.30 pm. Bar  
available. Bring friends and family – good fun for dancers and spectators. Tickets only 
£4 for adults and children are free! Call  840774 to book.  
Community Lunch: Tuesday May 19, at Twyford Village Hall. Please call Davina 
(454201) for more details 
Village hall bookings: Twyford Village Hall is available for  booking for  your  par ty, 
wedding, meeting or other event. Please call Chris (07811 859813) or (840774) for more 
information.  

LATEST statistics released by the Church of 
England show that young people (under 
30) now make up a quarter of all people 
accepted for training for the Church of 
England ministry.   

Figures for 2014 show that 116 young peo-
ple under 30 were accepted for training. 
This is the highest number of young peo-
ple accepted for ordination training in the 
past 25 years.  

One young ordinand, who six years ago 
was a soldier serving in Iraq, describes her 
journey to ordination in a Church of Eng-

land blog: “I’d hit rock bottom and feeling I 
had nowhere else to turn decided to shout 
out to God whilst on a helicopter on the 
way to the Iranian border.”  Liz Boughton, 
Young Vocations Advisor, Ministry Division 
of the Archbishops’ Council said: “We are 
so pleased to see more young people be-
ing recommended for ordination than in 
the last ten years. The gifts and insights 
that young people bring to ministry are 
more important than ever in the life of the 
Church of England and I look forward to 
seeing the impact that a generation of 
young priests will bring.”  

The job of the prophets was to set up the 
lights for when Jesus came on stage. 

The Kingdom of God is no ordinary place 
like the bathroom at home. 

Jesus said: If you want to divorce your wife 
leave a note for her on the table. 

Jesus healed a man with a weathered 
hand. 

Some of the seed from the sower was cur-
ried off by Satan. 

The last verses of Mark’s gospel were 
written later by a unanimous person. 

Jesus first proclaimed the gospel to the 
Jews: He told them to make love to each 
other. 

An altar is a stall for candles. 

An example of Holy Orders are the Ten 
Commandments. 

An epistle is the wife of an apostle. 

More people under 30 going for ordination  

When children meet the Bible, the result can be unpredictable – as in these answers 
to a school chaplain’s efforts to teach RE . . .  

 Continued from Page 5 
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Priest in Charge (Area Dean): Revd 
Kevin Ashby (01664) 503535 Office 
(01664) 562267 e-mail 
rector@meltonparish.org.uk 

Reader: Mr Malcolm Britton: 34 
Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-
Wreake. (434490), 
mr.britton@virgin.net  

The South Croxton Benefice is part 
of the South West Framland (SWF) 
Group which operates an office. For 
all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the Administrator Mr Vic 
Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, LE14 2ET 
(561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com. 

During Parish Vacancy: For funerals, visits to those who are ill and home 
communions contact Malcolm Britton (see above) and/or your churchward-
en. General enquiries about the local churches – any of the churchwardens 
or contacts. If the services of a priest are required contact Revd Kevin Ashby. 

Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664) 

Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt (840783) 

South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)  

Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards (840591); Stephen Hardcastle 
(840733) 

Gaddesby contacts: Diana Pritchard (840267), assistant churchwarden; 
David Wyrko (840385), building. 

Thorpe Satchville contacts: Janet Collins (840649) & Jane 
Smith (840876)  

Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184) Contributions, 
news, events and notices may be emailed to 
churchmaged@gmail.com or left at/posted to 18 Ashby 
Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF (next to the village hall car park).  

The deadline for the next edition is May 22.  

Who’s who in the South Croxton Benefice 
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