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Repentance — a hopeful word
By Canon David Williams, a chaplain with the Thames Gateway NHS Trust (latterly, in retirement, in a voluntary capacity), finds the only basis for a new beginning in life.

M

uch churchy language we use in worship is hard to understand for those who are
unfamiliar with it. What, someone may ask in the C of E, is a ‘gradual hymn’?
Why not ‘the next hymn’? Or what is a ‘collect’? Why not a ‘prayer’? True, but there
are some words we should explain rather than stop using.
Meaning is important and we should not dumb down a profound word with a trivial one,
such as using the word ‘sorry’ instead of the Bible’s word ‘repent’. Sorry is a weak
word, best used to apologise for trivial transgressions.
Repentance includes being sorry, but goes deeper; it is not just about what we say but
about what we do. The word literally means ‘to turn around’, to go in a new direction, to
resolve to put things right.
That is why in our liturgy we say, ‘I repent of my sins’ rather than ‘I am sorry’. Our
sincerity is proved not just by what we say we regret but our resolve to change it.
In years gone by it was common to see black-suited men with grim faces on street
corners holding placards with a mortal warning to passers-by, ‘Repent – Flee from the
Wrath to come’. It was unhelpful to put such menace into
the word ‘repent’.
Jesus certainly warned of the dire consequences of failing
to repent, but his attitude to repentance was far more
positive than that. When Jesus was scolded for keeping
company with sinners, he replied, in St. Luke’s Gospel:
‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.’
Repentance opens us to the forgiving love of God. When
we admit our sins, to God and to one another, we repent,
we don’t just say sorry. Repentance leads to
reconciliation and a new beginning. That’s why Jesus
also said, ‘…there will be more rejoicing in heaven over
“Apparently, the new member
one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous persons
of the bell-ringing team is a
who have no need to repent.’
keen gymnast.”
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Church notices
The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group which
operates an office. For all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the
Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby,
LE14 2ET (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com.
See Page 7 for your village contact and further details
 The Bishop of Leicester, Rt Revd Tim Stevens, will lead a group service of Holy
Communion and dedication and blessing of the new roof at Thorpe Satchville Church
on June 14 at 10.30 am.
Holy Communion at Gaddesby on June 7 at 10.30 am will be led by Revd Canon Philip
Norwood. Holy Communion at South Croxton on June 21 at 10.30 am will be led by
Revd Canon Michael Wilson.
Sunday June 21 is Music Sunday which
will be marked by Evensong at
Gaddesby. The service will also be a
celebration of the 40 years of service
given by organist Neville Richards. The
service will be taken by Malcolm
Britton.
Holy Communion at 8.30 am at
Twyford on June 28 will be presided
over by Revd Canon Philip Norwood.
All Age Worship at Ashby Folville at
10.30 am will be led by the local team.
 Services during the interregnum
could be subject to change at short notice. If you are unsure about a service please check
with the church warden/s or the office (561909).
 Christening: Baptism of William Geoffr ey Riley, of J ohn O ’Gaunt, at Twyford on
May 10. We welcome William into the church family.
 Thank you: St Luke’s PCC would like to thank the families of Mrs E Lockwood and
Mrs I Eaton for their donations from funerals. These were gratefully received. W endy
Lee, treasurer
 Community Lunch: The Par ish Community Hub held its most r ecent gettogether at Twyford Village Hall. Thank you to all who came along and joined us that
day. The next event will be at The Brewery, Old Dalby, on Monday June 29, 12.00 pm
for a 12.30 pm start. We do hope that you will be able to join us.
We also have a special afternoon tea planned, which will be at Somerby Methodist
Church on Wednesday June 10. Tea at 2.30 pm for 3.00 pm start. At this gathering we
will be showing our newly-produced community lunch video, recorded last November.
If you would like more information please contact Annette Piper (840627); Davina
Bates (454201; Beryl Newman (0116 2603247), Vic Allsop (434697) or Maureen
Coleman (434120). A big ‘thank you’ to all who volunteer to drive for the community
lunch. They are able to pick up anyone from our villages who would like transport. If
you would like to be a volunteer driver do please get in touch with one of the
committee.
The Community Lunch Team.
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Mothers’ Union
The group meets on the first Thursday of the month at 2.30 pm. Further information
from Annette Piper (840627). New members welcome.

Parish councils
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The next meeting is at
Gaddesby Village Hall on Monday June 8 The following meeting will be at Ashby and
Barsby Village Hall on Monday July 13. Both meetings start at 6.45 pm. At the
beginning of each meeting there is a timeslot during which people living in the parish
can raise matters of concern. Please contact the clerk, Trudy Toon (840490), if you wish
to take advantage of this opportunity.
South Croxton Parish Council: The next meeting will be on Thur sday J une 4. The
following meeting will be on Thursday July 2. All meetings, in the village hall, start at
6.30 pm.
Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The next meeting is at Thor pe
Satchville Village Hall on Tuesday June 23 at 7.30 pm.

Women’s Institutes
Barsby and Ashby Folville: Stilton cheese will be the subject of Debr a Spencer ’s
talk on Wednesday June 10 at Ashby Folville Village
Hall. The competition is “Something beginning with
’H’. Please bring a plate of food to share.
Gaddesby: On J une10 we will be welcoming
Corporal Daniel Hatley, from the Canine Training
Squadron at the Defence Animal Centre, Melton
Mowbray, who will provide us with a talk and a dog
demonstration.
By the time we come to the meeting two of our
members will have met royalty; the first at a Special
WI Centenary Garden Party at Buckingham Palace
when HRH The Duchess of Cornwall will be present:
the second at The Royal Albert Hall WI Centenary
Annual Meeting attended by Her Majesty the Queen,
The Princess Royal and The Countess of Wessex.
There will be plenty to report!
There will be a raffle and the competition is
Henry was visited by the spirit of
1967
‘Anything GREEN’.
Daphne Tucker
South Croxton: Members will be enjoying their
summer outing on Thursday June 18.

Ashby Folville and Barsby
Church tour: Ther e will be a tour of St Mar y’s on Saturday June 6 at 1.00 pm. Sadly,
for security reasons, we have to keep our beautiful church locked but this is an
opportunity to see this amazing historical building. Rosemary Holt
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Board revamp: Goodbye to impaled finger s thanks to the new cor k cover ing on the
notice board in St Mary’s porch. Thank you Barbara for such a thoughtful gift in
memory of Baz and to John Heggs for fitting it. RH
Spring supper: Sylvia would like to thank ever yone who attended and contr ibuted
lovely sweets or raffle prizes. A total of £684 was raised for village hall funds.
Garden fete: Ashby Folville Gar den Fete will be held on Satur day J une 13. Please
take any bric a brac to Pam East, Barsby Farm, Barsby. Sue Hensman (07798 704231)
is helping run the bottle tombola and would be grateful for donations of beer, wine or
soft drinks. Donations can be dropped off at 16 Highfield End or Sue can collect. Dog
show classes will be similar to previous years. Registration will take place between 2.00
pm and 2.30 pm. The dog show is very popular so please register early to ensure your
dog is placed in a class.
Please note that the fete is one week earlier than usual due to an event on the cricket
field the following week.

Gaddesby
Waterloo: St Luke’s Church, which houses Gott’s statue
of Col Cheney riding one of the horses that carried him
into the fight at Waterloo, is marking the 200th
anniversary of the battle on Saturday and Sunday June 20
and 21. On Saturday, 6.00—8.00 pm, there will be an
exhibition and talks on the battle, the Scots Greys, village
connections and the famous statue.
Tickets £5 (£6 at the door), children free, to include a glass
of wine and refreshments, from Linda (841220); Diana
(840267) or Daphne (841184).
The exhibition will be available both days with teas and
snacks from 11.30—4.30 pm – free drink and a biscuit for
Hero . . . the Duke of
children with a hobby-horse, Wellington boots or a red
Wellington
top.
Music Sunday: The Water loo event will be followed by
a special Evensong, at 6.00 pm on June 21, for 'Music
Sunday' . We will also be marking 40 years’ of service by our organist, Neville Richards.
Please come and help celebrate and thank him for his dedication and achievement.
Village hall
Gaddesby Village Hall annual meeting will be held in the hall on Wednesday June 17 at
7.00 pm.

With Petertide ordinations in mind . . .
First friend: ‘It took me 40 years to discover I had not the gifts for Holy
Orders.’
Second friend: ‘Goodness, whatever did you do when you found out?’
First friend: ‘It was too late to do anything. By then I was a bishop!’
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During the building of the new school extension the
contractors are using part of our car park for access.
The lorries are permitted access at only prearranged
times to minimise problems. Phone numbers are
displayed in case you have any queries (the code for
Derby is 01322).
Zumba, Mondays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact Jess
Warrington (840732); Yoga, Tuesdays, 7.30—9.00
pm, contact Barbara Jackson (424487); Aerobics, Thursdays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact
Justine Hunt (840435); Why Not Come Dancing (WNCD) Saturdays, 7.00—11.00 pm,
contact Barry Preston (840381) and the Gaddesby Women’s Institute, second
Wednesday of the month, 7.30—10.00 pm, contact Daphne Tucker (841184).
Contact Sue Evans (840305) for hall bookings.

South Croxton
Dates for your diary:
Church garden fete, Satur day J une 6.
Fundraiser for the chur ch tower r epair s, Satur day J une 13, ceilidh and hog r oast at
Brook Farm, Beeby Road.
Please support these events.
Village hall
Concert in the church: Tony Webster Latin, soul jazz band. The band alternates
between vocals and instrumental numbers and plays a range of genres, for example Latin
Jazz, Blues and Ska. Not to be missed! Saturday July 4, 7.30 pm in the church, a joint
event put on by the village hall committee and the church. Tickets are £10 and £5 (under
16s), and are available from David (840900); Brian (840627); Rob (840353).
Crafty Chatter Tea/coffee, chat and cr aft. We welcome visitor s with any cr aft/
project – from knitting, sewing and crochet to drawing, painting or jewellery-making.
Alternate Wednesdays at the village hall, June 3 and 17, 2.0—4.00 pm, £1 when you
attend. More details from Caroline (840272).
 The hall is available for events, parties and classes. Contact Caroline (840272) to
make your booking.

Thorpe Satchville
Celebration: Following completion of the r oof pr oject, ther e will be a Ser vice of
Celebration and Blessing on Sunday June 14 at 10.30 am at St Michael and All Angels
Church, Thorpe Satchville. We are delighted that Bishop Tim will be with us and we
invite everyone to join us on this special occasion.
Village hall
‘Pub Night’: The next pub night is June 26. ‘Pub Nights’ are an opportunity for
villagers and anyone else to socialise now that the village does not have a pub.
Scout groups: The beaver s meet ever y Thur sday evening 5.30—6.30 at the village
hall and the cubs every other Thursday evening 7.40—8.15. The groups are looking for
new young people to join. Contact 1thorpescouts@gmail.com or come along at 5.30 pm
onwards for beavers and 6.45 onwards for cubs. Petra Johnston, beaver leader
(07971602609 ) or Tim Ashton, cub leader (07976 378795).
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Twyford
St Andrew’s: The May Day stalls held in the chur ch yar d r aised a total of £674.40.
The PCC would like to thank everyone who helped with the stalls, donated cakes, jams
and flowers / plants / raffle prizes and especially people who came and bought things
that morning. We had a lovely
sunny morning and just managed
to clear up before the showers
came.
Village hall:
Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, J une
7, 14, 21, 28.
Tuesday, 6.00 pm, June 2.
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, June 3, 10,
17, 24.
Carpet bowls: Mondays, 8.00
pm, June 8, 22.
Whist drive: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, J une 12, 26.
Drop In: Fr iday, 10.30 am, J une 12, 26.
Men’s Yoga: Beginner s welcome, 7.00—8.00, Thursdays. Come and have a stretch, a
bend and a chill. Bring a mat if you have one and a blanket. Please check with Di for
dates and further info at dian-rave@aol.com or 840013
Inns and Outs: A Rutland Water walk at 7.00 pm on Tuesday J une 9. Meet at the
church on Rutland peninsula LE15 8TL for a walk (about an hour) dogs welcome.
Supper afterwards at The Finch's Arms, sausage and mash or cheese ploughman,
£10.50p. Please make food choice when booking. Please phone Sandy (840454) by
Saturday June 6 to book.
Open Studio: Paula Chapman’s silk studio at 20, King Street is open for two
weekends: Sat/Sun June 20/21 and 27/28, 10.00—4.00 pm. Come and see how it’s done.
No purchase necessary (840787).
Read the book, see the film: The next two books/films are Eat, Pray, Love, and The
Kite Runner – date of next meeting tbc when The Saddle is open again. (840605 or
840774 for information.)
Woolly Days: Knitting, spinning, cr ochet,
weaving . . . Saturday June 13, 10.30—3.30 pm.
Techie trouble
Bring your work and enjoy a day with likeminded people, everyone welcome. £5.00 and
The vicar experienced some techsomething for shared lunch. Contact Lizzie
nical problems with the sound sys(07754 497004) for more details.
tem one Sunday. Instead of starting
Strawberry Cream Tea: Twyfor d Village
the service as usual with ‘The Lord
Hall, Sunday June 14, 3.00—5.00 pm. Twyford
Oddfellows invite you to a strawberry cream tea
be with you’, he said: “There’s
– everyone welcome.
something wrong with the microVillage hall bookings: Twyfor d Village Hall is
phone.”
available for booking for your party, wedding,
Not hearing this, the congregation
meeting or other event. Please call Chris (07811
responded: “And also with you.”
859813) or (840774) for more information.
6

Who’s who in the South Croxton Benefice
Priest in Charge (Area Dean): Revd
Kevin Ashby (01664) 503535 Office
(01664) 562267 e-mail
rector@meltonparish.org.uk
Reader: Mr Malcolm Britton: 34
Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-theWreake. (434490),
mr.britton@virgin.net
The South Croxton Benefice is part
of the South West Framland (SWF)
Group which operates an office. For
all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the Administrator Mr Vic
Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, LE14 2ET
(561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com.
During Parish Vacancy: For funerals, visits to those who are ill and home
communions contact Malcolm Britton (see above) and/or your churchwarden. General enquiries about the local churches – any of the churchwardens
or contacts. If the services of a priest are required contact Revd Kevin Ashby.
Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664)
Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt (840783)
South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)
Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards (840591); Stephen Hardcastle
(840733)
Gaddesby contacts: Diana Pritchard (840267), assistant churchwarden;
David Wyrko (840385), building.
Thorpe Satchville contacts: Janet Collins (840649) & Jane
Smith (840876)
Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184) Contributions,
news, events and notices may be emailed to
churchmaged@gmail.com or left at/posted to 18 Ashby
Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF (next to the village hall car park).
The deadline for the next edition is June 15.
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