
  

T he Sunday before I wrote these notes in mid-June we met for a Group Service to 
celebrate the dedication of the new roof at St Michael & All Angels Church, Thorpe 

Satchville, by The Rt Revd Tim Stevens, Bishop of Leicester.  

The weather was kind to us after the previous day when it hardly stopped raining for the 
Frisby Fun Day and the sun shone brightly as, prior to the service, we admired the vista 
of typical Leicestershire ridge and furrow rural scenery from the churchyard.  

On Saturday July 11 there will be a service at the Cathedral and party to mark Bishop 
Tim’s retirement after 16 years as our diocesan bishop. Over the years he has been 
prominent nationally as convenor of Bishops in the House of Lords, welcoming HM The 

Queen to the Cathedral at the start of her 
Diamond Jubilee tour and, of course, in the 
events surrounding the interment of the bones of 
Richard III earlier this year.  

An audience far beyond the bounds of this 
country heard the Bishop’s sermon which very 
much added to the significance of the occasion 
with a characteristically clear Christian message. 
His work with other faith leaders in Leicester 
has also been acclaimed. 

I am not going to reiterate all of Bishop Tim’s 
biographical details nor comment on the 
influence he has had on the work of the church 
in this diocese which will be recorded elsewhere 
but stick to a few personal local memories. 

The Bishop has a pastoral staff (from the 
Latin pastor, shepherd) which is shaped like 
a shepherd’s crook. A bishop bears this staff as 
“shepherd of the flock of God”. 
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Church services and contacts – Pages 10, 11 & Back Page  

Reader Malcolm Britton offers a personal reminiscence of the Bishop of Leicester, the 
Rt Revd  Tim Stevens, who retires shortly after 16 years in the role.  

Farewell Bishop Tim . . .  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shepherd
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So just a few memories of Bishop Tim as our pastor: 

One Lent, while undertaking a tour of the deanery, he visited a farm in Frisby where he 
engaged with the farmer on the concerns of the industry at that time. Eventually the co-
ordinator of the tour reminded the Bishop that he was due in Somerby shortly and they 
should make tracks. However the farmer invited Bishop Tim into the farmhouse for a 
glass of wine before he left. The Bishop gratefully accepted and continued deep in 
conversation in the house for another half-hour or so. 

There were two occasions when Bishop Tim preached at the lambing service at Hall 
Farm, Brooksby. The first time it was Mothering Sunday and his wife Wendi and 
daughter Rachel came with him. Both occasions enabled Bishop Tim to meet people on 
an informal basis and chat in the easy manner he has. 

One Palm Sunday we all gathered at Somerby for a walk of witness from the Methodist 
Church to All Saints Parish Church. In the church, the Bishop asked the children “What 
animal did we follow along the road this morning?” “A pony” came the reply. “And why 
were we  following a pony on Palm Sunday?” After a moment’s though a little boy’s 
voice rang out, “Because you couldn’t get a donkey”! Bishop Tim shared our 
amusement. 

In 2010 on the morning it was announced that a motor accident in South Africa had 
taken the lives of three Brooksby students and injured others, Bishop Tim drove to 
Brooksby and arrived at the church and the college before 8.30 am to offer support and 
to help in any way he could. 

We were saddened to learn in January that Tim and Wendi’s daughter, Rachel, had died 
after two years living with cancer. For the funeral service in a packed Cathedral, Bishop 
Tim was a father in mourning: no clerical collar or trappings of office. His tribute at the 
service was incredibly courageous and moving not lacking the usual clarity and with 
some humour. 

In the busy life of a Bishop it has meant so much to people across the diocese that 
Bishop Tim has made time for them as individuals and has been a true pastor of his 
flock. Many of us have cause to be grateful for his kind concern and we wish him and 
Mrs Stevens well in their new home in Suffolk. 

He will be a hard act to follow! 

 Continued from Page 1 

Signs found outside churches 
  It is unlikely there'll be a reduction in the wages of sin. 

  If you don't like the way you were born, try being born again. 

  Looking at the way some people live, they ought to obtain eternal fire insurance 
soon. 

  This is a ch_ _ch What is missing? (U R) 

  Forbidden fruit creates many jams. 

  In the dark?  Follow the Son. 

  Running low on faith?  Stop in for a fill-up. 

 If you can't sleep, don't count sheep.  Talk to the Shepherd. 
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The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group which 

operates an office. For all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the 

Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, 

LE14 2ET (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com. 

See Page 10 for your village contact and further details 

Services during the interregnum could be subject to change at short notice. If you are 

unsure about a service please check with the church wardens or the office (561909). 

Funerals: John Roe on June 24 at Thorpe Satchville and Michael Seary on June 26 

at Ashby Folville. We offer our sympathy to their families and friends. 

Community Lunch: The 
Parish Community Hub held 
its most recent get- together at 
The Brewery, Old Dalby. 
Thank you to all who came 
along and joined us that day. 
The next event will be at The 
Golden Fleece at South 
Croxton on Monday July 27, 
12.00 pm for a 12.30 pm start. 
We do hope that you will be 
able to join us.  

We also have a special afternoon strawberry tea planned, which will be at Somerby 
Methodist Church on Tuesday July 7, 2.30 pm for 3.00 pm start. At this gathering we 
will be showing our newly-produced community lunch video, recorded last year. No 
community lunch during August. 

If you would like more information please contact Annette Piper (840627); Davina Bates 
(454201; Beryl Newman (0116 2603247), 
Vic Allsop (434697) or Maureen Coleman 

(434120). A big ‘thank you’ to all who 
volunteer to drive for the community lunch. 

They are able to pick up anyone from our 
villages who would like transport. If you 

would like to be a volunteer driver do please 
get in touch with one of the committee.                

The Community Lunch Team. 

Mothers’ Union 
The group meets on the first Thursday of the 
month at 2.30 pm. Further information from 
Annette Piper (840627). New members 
welcome.  

 

Church notices 

Gary sang the verse “The purple-

headed mountains . . . “ as a solo. 

mailto:clusteradmin@btinternet.com
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Parish councils 
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The next meeting is at Ashby 
and Barsby Village Hall on Monday July 13. The following meeting will be at Gaddesby 
Village Hall on Monday August 10 and the next meeting at Ashby and Barsby Village 
Hall on Monday September 14. All meetings start at 6.45 pm. At the beginning of each 
meeting there is a timeslot during which people living in the parish can raise matters of 
concern. Please contact the clerk, Trudy Toon (840490), if you wish to take advantage of 
this opportunity. 

South Croxton Parish Council: The next meeting will be on Thur sday July 2. There 
is no meeting in August, the next being on Thursday September 3. All meetings, in the 
village hall, start at 6.30 pm. 

Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The next meeting is at Twyford 
Village Hall on Tuesday July 21 at 7.30 pm. The following meeting is at Thorpe 
Satchville Village Hall on Tuesday August 18 at 7.30 pm. 

Women’s Institutes 
Barsby and Ashby Folville: Fire Safety with a 
Smile  is the title of  a talk to be given by Mr Bill 
Wells at Ashby Folville Village Hall on 
Wednesday July 8 and the competition is 
“Something beginning with ‘I’. The summer 
outing will be on Wednesday August 12.  

Gaddesby: All hear ts melted when Belgian 
shepherd dog ‘Spinner’ came to visit us at the 
June meeting. He also brought his handler, Ben, 
and the speaker Chris from the Defence Animal 
Centre based in Melton, but all eyes were on 
Spinner! What amazing animals these trained 
dogs and horses are and what wonderful 
facilities they have at Melton! The meeting July 
8 will be held at ‘Bell Bush Farm’, Rearsby 
Lane when we will enjoy good company and 
good food over a cup of tea, 4.00—7.00 pm. At 

the meeting on August 12, 7.30 pm, we welcome Malcolm Noble who will talk to us 
about The Pleasures and Perils of Writing in the Past. There will be a ‘bring and buy’ in 
support of ACWW and the competition is ‘Anything Blue’.      Daphne Tucker 

South Croxton: Members will be enjoying a garden party on  Thursday July 16. There 
is no meeting in August. Members will reconvene on September 17 to hear Post Office 
Patter — Tales from Behind the Counter from  J. Taylor 

Ashby Folville and Barsby 
Garden fete: . A very big thank you to everyone who helped with the garden fete by 
either running stalls, setting up, baking cakes, growing plants and organising the dog 
show or by turning up in the afternoon to support the event.  Despite the dreadful 
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weather the fete went ahead on 
the cricket field and raised more 
than £2000.00 for St Mary's 
Church.  Angela Patton  

Gaddesby 
Remember Waterloo Weekend 

Thank you to the main organisers and the many contributors and helpers who made the 
weekend a special and memorable one.  

Particular thanks go to the two speakers on Saturday evening, Keith Randon from the 
NADFAS church recorders, who enlightened us about the ‘Cheney’ monument and to  
Bill Ross-Wilson for his talk about the history of the Royal Scots Greys. 

Thank you as well to everyone who supported the 
occasion by visiting us over the week end. We raised 
£450 to help fund the new heating system for the 
church. Di Pritchard 

Organist for 40 Years: There was a substantial 
congregation at Evensong on Sunday June 21 to 
celebrate Neville Richards’ dedicated service of 40 
years as organist at St. Luke’s Church. At the end of the 
service he was presented with a splendid pair of 
bookends from the PCC and members of the 
congregation and an engraved tankard from the choir. 
Wine and refreshments followed.  

Jean Cane: The village was sad to learn of the death 

on Monday, June 22, at the age of 87, of Jean Cane. She 
had a long record of service to the village, including 

parish council clerk for 30 years, church council and 
school secretary. In 2002 she won an award for 

outstanding service to the community. The citation said 
she helped run the Over-60s group and offered support 
to elderly people living alone.  

Groovy Gaddesby Presents . . . a 1960's PARTY to be held in a marquee on Gaddesby 
Cricket Field on Saturday August 29, 7.00— midnight. Live bands and a disco with a 
hog roast and buffet included. Raffle in aid of the 'Wings for Life' spinal cord research 
foundation. Fancy dress optional.  On site camping available. Tickets £25 each from 
Lance ( 840550) or Sam (07748 084529). 

Open gardens: The gardens at Pine House and Parkside will be opening on Sunday 
July 5, from 2.00—5.00 pm on behalf of the Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust. 

The trust supports the ecclesiastical heritage of Leicestershire and provides funding for 
restoration and preservation of the historic churches in the county. The cost of entry will 
be £5 for the two gardens (children under 12 free) and refreshments will be available. 

In addition, the Battle of Waterloo display will be available for viewing in the church. 

 

 

Continued on Page 6 

Hero . . . the Duke of  
Wellington 
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Village hall 

During the building of the new school extension the contractors are using part of our car 
park for access. The lorries are permitted access at only prearranged times to minimise 
problems. Phone numbers are displayed in case you have any queries (the code for 
Derby is 01322). 

Zumba, Mondays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact Jess Warrington (840732); Yoga, Tuesdays, 
7.30—9.00 pm, contact Barbara Jackson (424487); Aerobics, Thursdays, 7.00—8.00 
pm, contact Justine Hunt (840435); Why Not Come Dancing (WNCD) Saturdays, 
7.00—11.00 pm, contact Barry Preston (840381) and the Gaddesby Women’s Institute, 
second Wednesday of the month, 7.30—10.00 pm, contact Daphne Tucker (841184).  

Contact Sue Evans (840305) for hall bookings.  

South Croxton 
Garden fete: Thanks to everyone who worked so hard.  We raised about £1,500 
and  were lucky with the weather.  Thanks too to those who supported us by spending 
generously!  

Ceilidh and Hog Roast: This was very well-supported and thoroughly enjoya-
ble.  Special thanks again to those who worked so hard to make it happen and to Richard 
and Anne Spokes for hosting it.  The BAT Project will benefit greatly. 

Sue Groocock: The village was saddened to hear  of the death of Sue Groocock who 
had not been well for some time.  There will be a private funeral followed by a 
thanksgiving service at a later date. 

For your diary: The Tony Webster  Band will per form in the church on July 4, 7.30 
pm. This is a joint venture with the village hall committee.  The band has a repertoire 
that covers jazz, soul, ska and latin, so it promises to be a lively evening. Tickets £10 
adults and £5 under-16s from David Baggett (840900) or Brian Piper (840627). 

Fish'nChips'nQuiz Night, Saturday, October 3.  This is also for the BAT Project. (Bells 
And Tower). 

Lottery: The May lottery winner  was Alison Smith . Anyone wishing to join the 
monthly lottery can contact Tracy Campbell (840042, (Ann Crawford (840231) or 
Angela Wood (840620). 

Ann Crawford & Brian Piper (Church 
Wardens) 

Crafty Chatter Tea/coffee, chat and craft. 
We welcome visitors with any craft/project – 
from knitting, sewing and crochet to 
drawing, painting or jewellery-making. 
Alternate Wednesdays at the village hall, 
July 1 and 15, 2.0—4.00 pm, £1 when you 
attend. More details from Caroline (840272). 

The hall is available for events, parties 

and classes. Contact Caroline (840272) to 

make your booking. 

Continued from Page 5 
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Thorpe Satchville 
Celebration: Following 
completion of the roof project, there 
was a Service of Celebration and 
Blessing on Sunday June 14 at at St 
Michael and All Angels Church, 
Thorpe Satchville. We were 
delighted that Bishop Tim was able 
to be with us. 

Village hall 

‘Pub Night’: The next pub nights 
are on  is July 31 and August 28.  
‘Pub Nights’ are an opportunity for 
villagers and anyone else to 
socialise now that the village does 
not have a pub. 

Scout groups: The beavers meet every Thur sday evening 5.30—6.30 at the village 

hall and the cubs every other Thursday evening 7.40—8.15. The groups are looking for 

new young people to join. Contact 1thorpescouts@gmail.com or come along at 5.30 pm 

onwards for beavers and 6.45 onwards for cubs. Petra Johnston, beaver leader 

(07971602609 ) or Tim Ashton, cub leader (07976 378795). 

Twyford 
Village hall: 

JULY 

Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, July 5, 26. 

Tuesday, 6.00 pm, July 7. 
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, July 1, 8, 29. 

Carpet bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, July 6, 20. 

Whist drive: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, July 10, 24 

Drop In: Fr iday, 10.30 am, J uly 10, 24.  

Men’s Yoga: Beginners welcome, 7.00—8.00, Thursdays. Come and have a stretch, a 
bend and a chill. Bring a mat if you have one and a blanket. Please check with Di for 
dates and further info at diangrave@aol.com or 840013 

Inns and Outs: A Mysterious  Car  Treasure hunt!! July 14. Not to be missed!!  Please 
ring Susan (840992) for details and to book your place. Cost £10 each to include 
buffet.  Please  ring after July 1 but BEFORE July 7 as numbers required.   

Read the book, see the film: July 30, 4.00 pm, at The Saddle, unless you hear  
differently (840605 or 840774 for information).   

Woolly Days: Knitting, spinning, crochet, weaving . . . Saturday July 11, 10.30—
3.30 pm. Bring your work and enjoy a day with like-minded people, everyone welcome. 
£5.00 and something for shared lunch. Contact Lizzie (07754 497004) for more details.                                        

Continued on Page 8 

mailto:1thorpescouts@gmail.com
mailto:diangrave@aol.com
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AUGUST 

Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. 

Tuesday, 6.00 pm, August 4. 
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, August 5, 12, 19, 26. 

Carpet bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, August 3, 17, 31. 

Whist drive: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, August 7, 21. 

Drop In: Fr idays, 10.30 am, August 7, 21 (Please phone 840774 to confirm).  

Men’s Yoga: Beginners welcome, 7.00—8.00, Thursdays. Come and have a stretch, a 
bend and a chill. Bring a mat if you have one and a blanket. Please check with Di for 
dates and further info at diangrave@aol.com or 840013 

Inns and Outs: Tuesday, August 11, walk and pub meal. For  details and booking 
contact Robin (840383) or Chris 
(840774). 

Read the book, see the film: 
August 27, 4.00 pm, at The 
Saddle, unless you hear 
differently (840605 or 840774 
for information).   

Woolly Days: Knitting, 
spinning, crochet, weaving . . . 
Saturday August 8, 10.30—3.30 
pm. Bring your work and enjoy 
a day with like-minded people, 
everyone welcome. £5.00 and 
something for shared lunch. 
Contact Lizzie (07754 497004) for more details.                                                           

Village hall bookings: Twyford Village Hall is available for  booking for  your  par ty, 
wedding, meeting or other event. Please call Chris (07811 859813) or (840774) for more 
information.  

Continued from Page 7 

Miscellaneous observations: 
 I’m supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder and harder for me to find 

one now. 

 If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 

A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On my desk, 

I have a work station. 

 Why do Americans choose from just two people to run for President and 50 for Miss 

America? 

To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research. 

mailto:diangrave@aol.com
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Sometimes regular churchgoers simply 
stop going to church.  A major research 
project at Willow Creek church, a huge 
mega-church in Chicago, found that even 
the most committed church people – the 
‘pillars of the church’ – get tired of it 
all.  Why?  

There has been much British research into 
why people stop going to church, and key 
researchers like Philip Richter and Leslie 
Francis have written two books on the 
topic, and others have added to this re-
search.   

One of these was Michael Fanstone, when 
minister of Gravesend Baptist Church, who 
in 1993 published the results of interview-
ing 500 former churchgoers in a book 
called The Sheep that Got Away.             

Sometimes it’s worth repeating past find-
ings as they can still have present day rele-
vance.  He found three-fifths (62%) left 
because church was ‘no longer relevant’ to 
them, and when asked what that meant in 
practice, he was told five things – firstly, 
buildings which contained artefacts of yes-
terday’s religious culture, and secondly, 
the content and style of worship services 
(affecting men more than women and 
those aged 25 to 34 most).   This latter 
merged with the third factor – basic bore-
dom, also affecting men more than wom-
en and those aged 25 to 34.   

‘Boredom’ meant their reaction to a lack 
of spiritual vitality on the part of those 

leading the worship, a lack of spiritual re-
sponsiveness by the congregation, and a 
lack of creative imagination in the planning 
of services. 

Creativity can certainly get attention:  on 
Palm Sunday this year Worcester Cathe-
dral (as in some other churches) hosted a 
live donkey!  A minister in a rural Essex 
church just after Easter asked two men to 
carry a large black box (about the size of a 
coffin) down the centre of the church and 
then asked the congregation what they 
thought it might contain.   

The other two factors related to the youth 
culture and the teaching programme.  Sev-
eral ex-churchgoers said that basic doctri-
nal truths of the Christian faith were hard-
ly ever taught, nor how one could progress 
in personal discipleship, a key issue for 
them.  One reason why many of the larger 
Anglican churches in London are growing is 
precisely because of their emphasis on 
comprehensive and understandable teach-
ing of the faith, and what discipleship 
means in practice.   

On a score from 1 to 10 on “relevance”, 
what would our church score?  Without 
resorting to such measures as gimmicks 
and entertainment, what would you do to 
increase that score? 

Why would you consider leaving the church? 

Church-going is declining… here is a 

closer look at why. By Peter Brierley.  

Somebody has to do it 
The most solemn and terrible duty of a bishop is the entertainment of the clergy.  

Sydney Smith 
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Priest in Charge (Area Dean): Revd Canon Michael Covington 

(454015); e-mail: michael.covington1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Mr Malcolm Britton: 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-

Wreake. (434490), mr.britton@virgin.net  

The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland 

(SWF) Group which operates an office. For all baptism and wedding 

enquiries please contact the Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF 

Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, LE14 2ET (561909) or 

clusteradmin@btinternet.com. 

During Parish Vacancy: For funerals, visits to those who are ill 

and home communions contact Malcolm Britton (see above) and/or 

your churchwarden. General enquiries about the local churches – any 

of the churchwardens or contacts. If the services of a priest are 

required contact Revd Canon Michael Covington. 

Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664) 

Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt (840783) 

South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper 

(840627)  

Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards (840591); Stephen 

Hardcastle (840733) 

Gaddesby contacts: Diana Pritchard (840267), assistant 

churchwarden; David Wyrko (840385), building. 

Thorpe Satchville contact: Jane Smith (840876)  

Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184) Contributions, news, 

events and notices may be emailed to 

churchmaged@gmail.com or left at/

posted to 18 Ashby Road, Gaddesby, 

LE7 4WF (next to the village hall car 

park).  

The deadline for the September 

edition is August 20.  

Who’s who in the South Croxton Benefice 

mailto:mr.britton@virgin.net
mailto:clusteradmin@btinternet.com
mailto:churchmaged@gmail.com
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Why women bishops have clergy husbands 

The first three women bishops to be appointed (Libby Lane to Stockport, Alison 

White to Hull and Rachel Treweek to Gloucester) all have clergy husbands. Why? 

Prof Linda Woodhead has speculated: “The most amusing suggestion I’ve heard is 

that the Church is looking for women bishops with experience of managing male 

clergy.” 
Source: The Tablet, April 4 2015, Page 11. 
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August church services — Page 11 

Hole for one 

A golfing priest, after having been beaten by an elderly parishioner, returned to the 

clubhouse somewhat depressed. “Cheer up,” said the layman. Remember, you’ll be 

burying me some day.” “Yes,” said the priest. “But even then it will be your hole!” 


