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First woman bishop arrives
By guest writer Steve Jenkins
he Rt Revd Libby Lane became the first woman to be consecrated as a bishop in the
Church of England on January 26. At a York Minster service presided over by the
Most Revd Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York, Libby became the 8th Bishop of
Stockport, a suffragan (assistant) bishop in the Diocese of Chester.
Speaking at Stockport Town Hall, when her appointment was first announced in
December, Libby Lane said: “I am grateful for, though somewhat daunted by, the
confidence placed in me by the Diocese of Chester. This is unexpected and very
exciting. I am very conscious of all those who have gone before me, women and men,
who for decades have looked forward to this moment. But most of all I am thankful to
God.
“The Church of England is called to serve all the people of this country and, being
present in every community, we communicate our faith best when our lives build up the
lives of others, especially the most vulnerable. I am excited by the possibilities and
challenges ahead.”
Libby Lane was ordained priest in 1994 and served a
number of roles in the North of England. In 2013, Libby
was elected by the North-West dioceses as one of the first
eight clergy women to sit as Participant Observers in the
House of Bishops . January 2010 saw her take on the role
of Dean of Women in Ministry in Chester Diocese.
When the new Bishop of Stockport was announced, the
Archbishop of York predicted that Libby would “exercise
her episcopal ministry with joy, prayerfulness, and trust
in God.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Justin
Welby, said: “Her Christ-centred life, calmness and clear
determination to serve the church and the community
make her a wonderful choice.”
“Next Sunday I think I’ll do a new
Bishop Libby’s husband, George, with whom she was
take on the Parable of the Virgins ordained in 1994, is Coordinating Chaplain at
and the Oil.”
Manchester Airport. They have two grown up children.
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Church notices
The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group which
operates an office. For all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the
Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby,
LE14 2ET (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com.
See Page 7 for your village contact and further details
 Assistant curate: The for mer r ector of the South Cr oxton Benefice, Revd Susan
Leighton, will be licensed as non-stipendiary assistant curate at the Church of the
Martyrs, Westcotes Drive, with special responsibility for the Church of the Good
Shepherd serving the deaf and hard of hearing community in the City of Leicester
Deanery. The licensing will be on Sunday February 8 at 3.00 pm at the Church of the
Good Shepherd, which meets at St Andrew’s, Jarrom Street, Leicester LE2 7DH. All
welcome – please let Susan know if you are able to attend. (0116 254 8682; email:
susan.leighton2@btinternet.com).
 We all have a Mother. On Sunday Mar ch 15, at 3.00 pm, ther e will be a special
‘Songs of Praise for Mothering Sunday’ at St Luke’s, Gaddesby. This will be a time for
us all, not just the children, to remember, to celebrate and to share all that our mothers
mean to us.
Does your mother have, or did she have a favourite hymn? We can sing it for her.
Maybe you have a favourite photo of your mum. Would you like to share it with
others?
Maybe you would like to share a special memory of something you did with your
Mother?
Please contact Daphne on (841184) or email dat746@btinternet.com
Let’s make this special.
 Community Lunch: Thank you to ever yone who joined us at Sysonby Knoll,
Melton Mowbray. The next event will be at The Harborough, Melton Mowbray, on
Monday February 23, 12 noon for a 12.30 pm start. We do hope that you will be able to
join us. If you would like more information please
contact either: Annette Piper (840627); Davina
Bates (454201; Beryl Newman (0116 2603247); Vic
Allsop (434697).We are most grateful to our
volunteer drivers who will be happy to pick up
anyone from our villages who needs transport. If
you are thinking of joining us for the first time (and
we are getting new members all the time), please get
in touch to find out more. The lunches are a great
opportunity for the people of our villages to meet
up, and enjoy each other’s company.
The Community Lunch Team.
 Messy Church: Fun for all the family on
February 7, 3.00—4.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville
Village Hall (£1 per family). Crafts, play and tea.
Details and information:
Things had become pretty slack
during the interregnum.
messychurch.thorpe@gmail.com
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Mothers’ Union
The group meets on the first Thursday of the month at 2.30 pm. Further information
from Annette Piper (840627). New members welcome.

Parish councils
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The next meeting will be at
Ashby and Barsby Village Hall on Monday February 9 and the following meeting at
Gaddesby Village Hall on Monday March 9. Both meetings start at 6.45 pm. At the
beginning of each meeting there is a timeslot during which people living in the parish
can raise matters of concern. Please contact the clerk, Trudy Toon (840490), if you wish
to take advantage of this opportunity.
South Croxton Parish Council: The next meeting is on Thur sday Febr uar y 5 at 6.30
pm at the village hall. The following meeting is on Thursday March 5.
Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The next meeting is on Tuesday
February 17 at 7.30 pm in Thorpe Satchville Village Hall.

Women’s Institutes
Barsby and Ashby Folville: Linda Gr iffin will tell member s about her exper iences
working for the National Trust at the meeting on Wednesday February 11. The
competition is “something beginning with ‘E’”. The WI would like to invite visitors to
their March meeting. The speaker will be Laurie Tillen who will talk about ‘The Lost
Lancaster’ and the group felt that this topic may be of interest to a number of people.
The March meeting will therefore be an open evening when ladies and gentleman who
are non- members may attend.
Gaddesby: Our meeting will be on Wednesday Febr uar y11 at 7.30 pm and we will
be active (and competitive!) with ‘New Age Kurling’. If you’ve no idea what that is,
come along and find out. Don’t forget the competition this month is ‘A Musical
Instrument’ in any medium but no larger than 20 cms (12 inches) cubed or square. The
winning instrument will go forward to the Wreake Valley Group competition in March.
South Croxton: The next meeting will be on Thursday February 19 at 7.30 pm at the
village hall.

Royal British Legion
The Twyford and District Royal British Legion would like to thank everyone who gave
to their house-to-house Poppy collection. The final total of £3075.08 for the district not
only reflects your generosity but also the perseverance of the collectors. This total
includes the collection at the Remembrance Service at Twyford Church.
Speaking of the collectors, we have during the last couple of years lost a number of our
faithful collectors due to many reasons, mostly old age and infirmity! We are looking for
more helpers, especially in Gaddesby. Linda Griffin collected this year on her own due
to her husband’s ill health. It would be great to split Gaddesby into three areas.– top of
the village, middle and main road. Linda would do the main road. so anyone who would
be interested contact me: Judy Chard (840528), secretary of the Twyford & District
Branch.
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Ashby Folville and Barsby
Carol singing: Bar sby WI r aised £175.00 for the East Midlands Air Ambulance
from their carol singing in Ashby Folville. Many thanks to all who donated to help raise
money for this very worthy charity.
Garden fete: An impor tant date for your diar y – Ashby Folville Garden Fete will be
held on Saturday June 13 Please note this is one week earlier than usual due to an event
on the cricket field the following week.
Spring supper: Tickets fr om Sylvia (840259), £8, for this event at the village hall on
Thursday April 23.
Thanksgiving: Shiona, Alexander and Petr ina would like to thank all the villager s
from the benefice who so very kindly attended the thanksgiving service for the life of
Noreen Smith-Carington. We appreciated it very much. Thank you.

Gaddesby
Gaddesby Gallop: Sam Bur dett and Lance Shaw would like to say a huge “thank
you” to everybody who helped out with the Gaddesby Gallop, The event was a big
success with a record amount of participants, The Gallop is getting bigger every year and
We really could not do it without the help of the marshals and other helpers. The 5.25mile cross-country race was won by Andy Peet of Wigston Phoenix, best local man was
Martin Troop and best local lady was Jo Waack.
St Luke’s: Donations at the funer al ser vice for Esme Folwell wer e gr atefully
received and divided between ‘Cystic Fibrosis’ and the church. Gaddesby PCC thanks
all friends and family for their generosity, which has helped make it possible to warm
the church – using temporary heaters – and enabled services to be maintained throughout
the winter. Esme is remembered for her staunch friendships, quiet faith, and calm
counsel. We miss you Esme. God Bless. DP
Defibrillator: This life-saving machine, stored in the decommissioned telephone box on
Main Street, is now fully operational.
The Community HeartBeat Trust, which provides the defibrillators, will be running an
awareness session at the village hall soon to provide people with more information.
“It is NOT a training session as no training is needed to use the defibrillator (that’s the
whole point of them),” said Sarah McWilliam, a member of the organising group that
raised the funding with the Great Gaddesby Fun Weekend.
Sarah would also like to hear from anybody who would like to join the team of
volunteers who will undertake the weekly checks that are required by the ambulance
service for the defibrillator to remain in operation. She can be contacted by email at
sarah_mcwilliam@hotmail.co.uk or on her landline (840406).
Martin Fagan, national secretary of the Community HeartBeat Trust, said: “These
devices are vital for saving lives and can give members of the public their best chance to
act quickly in an emergency before an ambulance service arrives.
“Establishing a community defibrillator is very valuable to support the community, but
must be done right. It’s far too easy just to buy a defibrillator without realising these are
medical devices and there are regulations for their use.”
Village hall
Update on improvements. The interior decorating is now finished along with new curtain
rails. The floor was sanded and resealed last autumn but there was a problem with the
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application of the materials. After quite a lot of
meetings and discussions it is being redone, at no cost
to ourselves, this coming half-term, starting February
16. Hopefully there will be minimal disruption .
During the building of the new school extension the
contractors will be using part of our car park for access.
The lorries will be permitted access at only prearranged
times to minimise problems and we are all trying to
coordinate activities so that there will be minimal
disturbance to hall users and villagers during the year.
Phone numbers will made available in case you have
any queries.
Zumba, Mondays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact Jess
Warrington (840732); Yoga, Tuesdays, 7.30—9.00 pm,
contact Barbara Jackson (424487); Aerobics,
Thursdays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact Justine Hunt
(840435); Why Not Come Dancing (WNCD)
Saturdays, 7.00—11.00 pm, contact Barry Preston
“Strictly speaking,” said the
(840381) and the Gaddesby Women’s Institute, second
Archdeacon, “you should have
Wednesday of the month, 7.00—11.00 pm, contact
applied for a faculty.”
Daphne Tucker (841184).
Contact Sue Evans (840305) for hall bookings.
Congratulations: J oan and Keith Wilby of Chur ch Lane had a family “Racing
Aces” day at the hall in December and would like to thank the committee for very clean
and excellent facilities, from the kitchen to the car park.

South Croxton
Mulled wine: Sally Elliott would like to thank everyone who helped/supported the
Mulled Wine Evening in November. We raised £856 to be shared between the air
ambulance and the Bells And Tower Project.
Lottery: The November lotter y winner was Linda Nicol and December Richar d
Bradley. Anyone wishing to join the monthly lottery can contact Tracy Campbell
(840042), Ann Crawford (840231) or Angela Wood (840620) to find out more.
Village hall
Coffee and Book Sale Morning with ar t exhibition and cr aft stall, Satur day Mar ch
14, 10.30—12 noon. Come along and have a chat with other villagers over a coffee and
home-made cake. Stock up with your holiday reading by buying a bargain book. Ann
Goodger will have some of her art work on display and the Crafty Chatter Group will
have some of their hand-knitted items for sale. Donations of books etc welcomed.
Contact Caroline on 840272. Books can be left with any committee members.
Dates for your diary:
Big Brunch Walk:
April 25
Bonfire Night
November 5
Christmas Craft Fair
November 21
Crafty Chatter Tea/coffee, chat and cr aft, alter nate Wednesdays at the village hall,
2.0— 4.00 pm. Dates: February 11 and 25.
The hall is available for events, parties and classes. Contact Caroline (840272) to
make your booking.
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Thorpe Satchville
Village hall
‘Pub Night’: The next pub night is February 27. All 'pub nights' thereafter will be on the
last Friday of the month unless otherwise notified. ‘Pub Nights’ are an opportunity for
villagers and anyone else to gather and socialise now that the village currently does not
have a pub.
Annual meeting: The committee is desper ately in need of new member s. Please
come along on March 11 at 7.00 pm and find out all that we have been doing in the past
year and help us to keep this super village facility open.
Barn Dance and Hog Roast: March 21. Tickets £12, children welcome
Rachael Turner
Scout groups: The beaver s meet ever y Thur sday evening 5.30—6.30 at the village
hall and the cubs every other Thursday evening 7.40—8.15. The groups are looking for
new young people to join. Contact 1thorpescouts@gmail.com or come along at 5.30 pm
onwards for beavers and 6.45 onwards for cubs. Petra Johnston, beaver leader
(07971602609 ) or Tim Ashton, cub leader (07976 378795).

Twyford
Village hall:
Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, Febr uar y 1, 8, 15, 22.
Tuesday, 6.00 pm, February 3, 10, 17, 24.
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, February 4, 11, 18, 25.
Carpet bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, Febr uar y 2, 16.
Drop In: Fr idays, 10.30 am, Febr uar y 6, 20.
Whist drive: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, Febr uar y 6, 20.
Inns and Outs: Tuesday Febr uar y 10. Did you know that the fir st Cancan dancer s
were men?! Or that the original dance was a ballroom dance, and it was only much later
that it became an all-women chorus-line stage dance? Find out more curious facts from
author David Price, using film clips (with music), contemporary photographs, cartoons
and paintings. 7:30 pm start, £2.50. Bring a plate of food to share.
Centre Stage: Coming soon . . . , what may be our last Centr e Stage event (funding
for next year has been cut): Music evening - Trio Gitan - Friday March 6, 7:30 pm.
“Orient Express Musical Tour” - an extravaganza of musical styles, which visits some of
the most romantic European capitals, with a final destination of Paris. A spellbinding
acoustic show with fresh interpretations of classic music and song. Tickets (£8 adult, £5
child, 840774).
Diary Date: Twyfor d Guild Of Ar tists. This year ’s exhibition will be held in the
village hall on November 7 and 8, so plenty of time to get art/craftwork ready for
inclusion in the ‘Made in Twyford’ Open Section. More details later: 840787.
100 and 113 Buses - please note changes: Both the 100 (Leicester-Melton) and 113
(Melton, Oakham) services are now running less frequently, about two hourly. New 113
timetable on poster outside village hall.
Village hall bookings: Twyfor d Village Hall is available for booking for your par ty,
wedding, meeting or other event. Please call Chris (07811 859813) or (840774) for more
information.
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Who’s who in the South Croxton Benefice
Priest in Charge (Area Dean): Revd
Kevin Ashby (01664) 503535 Office
(01664) 562267 e-mail
rector@meltonparish.org.uk
Reader: Mr Malcolm Britton: 34
Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-theWreake. (434490),
mr.britton@virgin.net
The South Croxton Benefice is part
of the South West Framland (SWF)
Group which operates an office. For
all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the Administrator Mr Vic
Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, LE14 2ET
(561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com.
During Parish Vacancy: For funerals, visits to those who are ill and home
communions contact Malcolm Britton (see above) and/or your churchwarden. General enquiries about the local churches – any of the churchwardens
or contacts. If the services of a priest are required contact Revd Kevin Ashby.
Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664)
Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt (840783)
South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)
Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards (840591); Stephen Hardcastle
(840733)
Gaddesby contacts: Diana Pritchard (840267), assistant churchwarden;
David Wyrko (840385), building.
Thorpe Satchville contacts: Janet Collins (840649) & Jane
Smith (840876)
Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184) Contributions,
news, events and notices may be emailed to
churchmaged@gmail.com or left at/posted to 18 Ashby
Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF (next to the village hall car park).
The deadline for the next edition is February 22.
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