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Malcolm Britton reflects

Let your light so shine . . .

F

ebruary 2 marks The Presentation of Christ in the Temple. The old
name for this festival, Candlemas, reminds us of the great truth of
Christ’s coming as the Light of the World.
Even in our age of electricity and swift power, the symbolism of the candle is still
strong. We never start a service without the lighted candles on the altar (if we have
remembered the matches!). We see candles on birthday cakes, on the Advent ring, on
Easter Day, at parties – on all sorts of special occasions of pleasure and rejoicing. On sad
occasions the candle becomes a symbol of remembrance and of a glimmer of hope in the
darkness of despair.
In life generally and in the life of the church, things occur which are not in our plans.
Things can go wrong, sometimes tragically wrong. But in the greatest darkness, there is
potential for light to shine on in if we enable it to do so.
I love the tune and words of one of Bernadette Farrell’s songs, the refrain of which is:
“Christ be our light
shine in our hearts
shine through the darkness
Christ be our light
shine in your church gathered today.”
Like many of her songs this is an affirmation that Christ is a
light for our world, and that this light must shine through us,
through our words, through our deeds. We are called to
commit ourselves to real action, in the name of Christ. Christ
is our light, and we must be the "light-bearers". The
incarnation of Christ continues through
“It may well encourage
young folk to join the
the members of today’s church.
congregaon but I prefer
Best wishes
the old noce board.”
I Continued on Page 2
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I A celebration of Candlemas will be at the 10.30 am Holy Communion service at
South Croxton on Sunday, February 2.

Church notices
from the Rector of the South Croxton Benefice, Revd Susan Leighton
(840245)
Thank you to all those who helped decor ate our chur ches for Chr istmas, the
Churchwardens and others who set up, cleared away, and to all those who took part in
any way. You all helped to make the season very memorable.
Thank you for your generosity at Christmas in goods and donations. At Christmas
time we are particularly aware of those who will be struggling to pay for warmth, food,
and housing, let alone Christmas gifts!
The goods are going to the STOREHOUSE project in Melton.
We are continuing to support this all year round, so do continue to give any of the
following items in the box at the back of the church:
Toothbrushes & toothpaste, shower gel, shampoo, soap, sanitary towels/tampons,
deodorant.
Breakfast: UHT milk, small jars of coffee, small packets of teabags in foil packs, cereal
bars, small cereal packets (variety packs)
Lunches: Pot noodles, packet soup, crisps, jams/spreads, biscuits/snack bars, small
bottles of long-life drinks.
Main meals: Tinned meat & fish with pull tops, tinned meat in sauce/gravy, small tinned
vegetables, dried rice/pasta, packet sauces, dried packet meals, tinned/long life
puddings, tinned custard/cream.
Your generosity will be greatly appreciated.
Dates for your Diary:
I Families are invited to come along to ‘Messy Church’ on the first Saturday of each
month 3.00—4.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville Village Hall (£1 per family).
What is ‘Messy Church’? Come along and find out as we enjoy being together, making
things together, eating together and celebrating God together through his word, through
music and through prayer.
The next ‘Messy Church’ sessions will be on:
Saturday February 1, Messy Chr istingle in Thor pe Satchville
church followed by refreshments in the village hall. As well as
being able to receive a Christingle in the service it is also an
opportunity to support the vital work of the Children’s Society,
which supports many children and young people who are in great need.
Saturday, March 1 ‘Messy Church’ – in Thor pe Satchville Village Hall. All ages are
welcome. Contact Revd Susan Leighton.
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Looking back . . .
I Baptisms: Susanna Louise Wade on December 21 at St Michael and All
Angels, Thorpe Satchville. W e welcome Susanna in to the church family.
To have your baby, child or yourselves baptised please contact Revd Susan Leighton.
Thank you: The har vest auction at Thor pe Satchville r aised £900 for the r oof
appeal.
Confirmation for adults. If you would like to consider being confir med please
contact Revd Susan Leighton as soon as possible, because a new course for candidates
will start this year.
Congratulations to Ryan Docher ty and Nicola Dooley on their mar r iage on
December 28 at St Andrew’s, Twyford.
Funerals: We offer our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Norman
Spiers of Ashby Folville. The funeral will be held at Loughborough Crematorium on
Monday, February 3, at 11.45 am.
Looking forward . . .
I Evensong will be on Sunday Febr uar y 9 at 6.00 pm in Gaddesby chur ch. A gr oup
of singers are meeting once a month to rehearse to lead the singing at Evensong. If you
would like to ‘have a go’ and join them please contact Neville Richards (568335) or
Revd Susan Leighton (840245). The next rehearsal is on February 4 at 7.00 pm at
Gaddesby church.
I The Parish Community Hub’s next event will be at The Methodist Centre, Frisby on
the Wreake, Tuesday February 25, 12.00 pm for 12.30 pm start.
If you would like more information please contact either: Annette Piper (840627);
Davina Bates (454201; Beryl Newman (0116 2603247); Vic Allsop (434697).
We are most grateful to our volunteer drivers who will be happy to pick up anyone from
our villages who needs transport.
We would like to thank Stuart Gregory of Hoby for his kind donation of £152 to the
Community Lunch project from his various fund raising efforts during 2013. The
donation will help support our project in 2014.
The Community Lunch Team.
I Each church will be holding an annual parochial church meeting in the next few
weeks. All parishioners are welcome to attend.
Monday February 24, 7.30 pm, in Ashby Folville Church
Tuesday February 25, 7.30 pm, in Twyford Church
Monday March 10, 7.30 pm, in Gaddesby Church
Monday March 17, 7.30 pm, in South Croxton Church
Tuesday April 8, 7.30 pm, in Thorpe Satchville Church
Volunteers are needed to enable our church councils to work effectively.
If you have skills of minute taking, or financial skills, please ring Susan Leighton
(840245) as there are needs for a treasurer and secretaries.
I Continued on Page 4
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I The season of Lent starts on Wednesday March 5 – Ash Wednesday.
There will be a morning Holy Communion with Ashing Service at 9.30 am in Somerby
church, and an evening Holy Communion with Ashing Service at 7.30 pm in South
Croxton church.
I invite you to this very special service. Ashes are an ancient sign of penitence and Ash
Wednesday is named after the custom (since the Middle Ages) of being marked in ash
with the sign of the cross on the forehead. Accordingly during this service there will be
an opportunity for you to receive in this way. It is not compulsory and a fuller
explanation will be given during the service.
Dates for your diaries:I SOUTH WEST FRAMLAND GROUP OF CHURCHES LENT COURSE
Talking of God is a new faith sharing course. It will help individuals and congregations
to talk about their faith journey.
Monday afternoons Great Dalby Methodist Church 2.30—4.00 pm
Tuesday evenings Twyford Church vestry 7.30—9.00 pm
Starting for four weeks week beginning March 10
ALL WELCOME
For more details please contact Rev Susan Leighton 840245 or Rev Jane Carter 482132

Chancel Repair Liability
In recent years a number of parochial church councils (PCCs) around the country
invoked a little known piece of legislation to force property and land owners in their
parish to pay for repairs to the chancel of their church. This liability was based upon
tithes dating back some centuries and confirmed in 1942. This resulted in a number of
cases in the High Court which ruled in favour of the PCC but also prompted a revision of
the legal position, in that PCCs were required to ascertain if any liabilities existed within
their parish and if they so desired to invoke that liability, to register such interest by
October 2013.
As the PCC is a registered charity, if a decision was made by any PCC that they would
not register such liability then they would need to justify that position. Searches were
carried out by the National Archives for the parishes in the South Croxton Benefice and
liabilities were found to exist for the parishes of Gaddesby, Ashby Folville, South
Croxton and Beeby but no liability was found for Barsby, Twyford and Thorpe
Satchville.
Those PCCs found to have the potential to invoke Chancel Repair Liability discussed the
issue on an individual basis and decided not to register their respective interest in
consideration of their responsibility for pastoral care and the wider mission of the church
particularly given the existing generosity of villagers who already provide finance to
keep their respective churches open and maintained. The decision was recorded in the
respective minutes.
Therefore no liability exists on any property or land in respect of chancel repair in the
parishes of the benefice. As searches for Chancel Repair Liability now forms part of any
conveyancing transaction for land or property, Parishioners may wish to keep a copy of
this information for future reference.
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Mothers’ Union
New members welcome. Further information from Annette Piper (840627).

Royal British Legion
Twyford & District Poppy Appeal: Although we missed our mainstay Baz Dilkes
the collectors in the villages raised an amazing total of £2902.12. It was a magnificent
effort, especially because some of the collectors did not get their poppies until the week
before Remembrance Day. We also thank all the pubs and organisations who take year
boxes, which help to swell the total. The Remembrance Service at South Croxton
Church was well supported and we thank everyone who turned out on a bitterly cold
morning to remember the men and women who served and lost their lives for their
country.
David Gulley

Parish councils
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The council will meet at Ashby
and Barsby Village Hall on Monday February 3. The following meeting, which will also
be the annual meeting, will be at Gaddesby Village Hall on Monday March 3. Both
meetings start at 6.45 pm.
South Croxton Parish Council: The next meeting is on Thur sday Febr uar y 6, at
6.30 pm, at the village hall. The following meeting will be on Thursday March 6.
Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The meeting will be on Tuesday
February 18, at 7.30 pm, at Thorpe Satchville Village Hall.

Waste sites
Opening times at recycling and household waste sites have been cut, October to March,
to save £300,000 a year. New October-to-March opening days, 9.00 am to 7.00 pm, as
from last November, are as follows: Melton, Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday; Mountsorrel, Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday and Somerby,
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. Any questions about the new
opening schedule should be directed to 0116 305 0001 or at www.leics.gov.uk/waste.
April to September sites will be open seven days a week, 9.00 am to 7.00 pm.

WI meetings
Barsby and Ashby Folville: Lucinda Golland will tell member s about L ife as a
young vet at the meeting on February 12 at Ashby Folville Village Hall. The competition
is “Something you like to cuddle”. The WI raised £194.00 for the Derbyshire,
Leicestershire and Rutland Air Ambulance by carol singing in Ashby Folville. Many
thanks to all who supported us.
Gaddesby: The meeting on Wednesday, Febr uar y 12, will be an inter national
evening featuring Ireland. The competition is any object beginning with “O”.
South Croxton: Ther e will be a char ity knit at the meeting in the village hall on
Thursday February 20, at 7.30 pm.
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South Croxton
Table missing: We r ecently had a gr ant to buy a set of new light oak colour ed
‘Gopak’ tables for the hall. On setting up for our Christmas craft fair we found that one
table marked “Table No 1 South Croxton” was missing. On occasion they have been
borrowed for events, so please could people take a look in their garages and sheds to see
if it has inadvertently been stored away. Contact Caroline (840272).
Lottery: The December lotter y winner was Pat Per r ins. Rob Sher aton won the
January draw. Anyone wishing to join the monthly lottery can contact Tracy Campbell
(840042), Ann Crawford (840231) or Angela Wood (840620) to find out more.
Village hall: The hall is available for events, par ties, classes, etc. Contact Car oline
(840272) to make your booking.

Thorpe Satchville
Chocolate bingo: Many thanks to all who suppor ted this event in aid of the Thor pe
Satchville Church roof restoration – this was enjoyed by all and raised just under
£100. Look out for further fund-raising events coming up – work on the roof is due to
start in late Spring!
Karina Taylor

Twyford
Inns and Outs: Skittles at the Blue Bell, Hoby – £6.50,Tuesday, February 11, 7.30
pm.. Ring Paula (840787) by Wednesday, February 5, to book, with your choice of
sausages and mash or (vegetarian) Moroccan tagine.
Music: The Left Hand Band 50s, 60s and 70s music. Come along to the village hall,
listen to the music, or have a dance, on Saturday, February 15, 8.00—11.45 pm.
Bar and raffle. Tickets £7 on the door or from 840774.
Advance notice: Keir a Dance, Mar ch 29, 7.30 pm Ir ish music, song and dance, with
a mini ceilidh – book your tickets soon! (840774)
Twyford Village Re-Union: Shar e photogr aphs and stor ies over cheese and wine,
April 12 (454457 for information)
Twyford Guild of Artists will be back . . . in the village hall, September 27—28 to
show their latest work, with an open section for Twyford arts and crafts.
Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, Febr uar y 2, 9, 16, 23;
Tuesdays, 6.00 pm, February 4, 11, 18, 25;
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, February 5, 12, 19, 26.
Carpet Bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, Febr uar y 3, 17.
Drop In: Fr idays, 10.30 am, Febr uar y 7 and 21. Open to all and a good way to meet
and chat over coffee, cake and croissants.
Whist Drives: Fr idays, 7.00 pm, Febr uar y 7 and 21.
Annual meeting: The Twyfor d Recr eation Gr ound committee will hold its annual
meeting on Tuesday February 27, at 7.30 pm in the village hall. Everyone is welcome to
attend — please see village notice boards for agenda items.
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Who’s who in the South Croxton Beneﬁce
Rector of the South Croxton Benefice
(all numbers preceded by area code
01664): The Revd Susan Leighton: The
Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton,
LE7 3RJ. Tel: (840245)
susan.leighton2@btinternet.com
Clergy:
Revd Peter Collins: The Rectory,
2 Carrfields Lane, Frisby, LE14 2NT,
(434985) revdpeter@msn.com
Revd Tony Leighton: The Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton, LE7 3RJ,
(840245) tony0leighton@btinternet.com
Readers:
Mrs Rhona Tomlyn: 14 High Street, Somerby, LE14 2PZ, (454064)
rhonatomlyn@gmail.com
Mr Malcolm Britton: 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-Wreake. (434490),
mr.britton@virgin.net
Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664)
Ashby Folville & Barsby:

Rosemary Holt (840783)

South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)
Twyford & John O’Gaunt:
Gaddesby contact:

David Wyrko (840385)

Thorpe Satchville contacts: Janet Collins (840649) or Jane Smith (840876)
I The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF)
Group which operates an office. For all wedding enquiries please contact
the Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Cluster Office, 29 Main Street,
Great Dalby, LE14 2ET, (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com.
Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184)
Contributions, news, events and notices may be emailed to
churchmaged@gmail.com
or left at/posted to 18 Ashby Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF
(next to the village hall car park).
The deadline for the March newsletter is February 22.
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