
  

W hen I hear the famous Bible stories, certain 

images, formed in childhood, come to mind: 

the green hill far away, the garden of Gethsemane and 

the child in a manger.  

Recently Sue and I had the good fortune to visit the 

Holy Land. It was incredible to stand near a recently 

excavated path on which Jesus would have walked 

and to receive communion in a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee.  

In December, in the South West Framland Group, we have about 25 

opportunities in church, chapel or pub to celebrate Christmas.  

Today the hill on which “shepherds 

watched their flocks by night” is stark and 

barren with new housing developments.  

“O little town of Bethlehem” has more 

than 25,000 inhabitants. Most Christians 

have fled after years of strife with their 

Muslim neighbours. About 3,000 remain. 

An inn was not a pub. It was a home in 

which the family lived on the first floor 

and the animals below, an early form of 

under-floor heating. It is likely that Joseph 

and Mary visited a relative’s house for the 

census and found that, because the house 
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Oh! Little Town of Bethlehem . . .  

Malcolm Britton, Reader, reflects on a recent visit to the Holy Land 

“For the next part of our carol “For the next part of our carol “For the next part of our carol “For the next part of our carol 
service, Nigel, the verger’s service, Nigel, the verger’s service, Nigel, the verger’s service, Nigel, the verger’s 

nephew, will play his nephew, will play his nephew, will play his nephew, will play his 
interpretation of ‘Silent interpretation of ‘Silent interpretation of ‘Silent interpretation of ‘Silent 

Night’.”Night’.”Night’.”Night’.”    
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was overcrowded, they had to move downstairs with the animals.  

Over that site a church was built. After it was destroyed, the Church of 

the Nativity, built in the 6th Century, replaced it. The administration is 

shared by Greek Orthodox, Armenian and Roman Catholic priests, which, 

last Christmas, led to clerical scuffles – just one example of Christians 

deviating from the way that Christ taught. 

The message of the crib scene is not just that God came to us through 

Jesus but that, if we choose to receive him, God is with us in the joys and 

tribulations of everyday life. 

With all good wishes for Christmas and 2013, 

Please see the Christmas Card for all the special services in December, 

and the service plan for the usual services. You are warmly invited to 

celebrate Christmas and New Year in any of the churches! 

Looking forward . . . 

During 2012 the churchwardens, clergy and readers have been 

considering the pattern of services for the South West Framland Group 

(the Benefices of the Upper Wreake, Burrough Hill and South Croxton). 

Across the Church of England, and in this Deanery, there has been a 

gradual decline in the number of clergy and readers so as we look to the 

future we have to discover new ways of being church, and what is 

sustainable.  

The services are reliant on many people – wardens, sidespeople, etc,.and 

rural churches, such as ours, struggle to sustain the rotas of volunteers and 

to meet the financial demands of heating the church several times a 

month. 

From January 2013 there will be a new experimental Sunday service 

rota for the year. At the end of the year the pattern will be reviewed. 

There will be a different service in each church once a month. Every 

Church notices 

from the Priest in Charge, Revd Susan Leighton 

�     Continued from Page 1Continued from Page 1Continued from Page 1Continued from Page 1 

Malcolm 
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month in each benefice there will be a number of communion services, 

one All Age Worship service (fourth Sunday in this benefice), one 

evening service (second Sunday) and one Messy Church. The new pattern 

means that clergy and readers will continue to move across the group for 

services, and we hope there will be a willingness of worshippers to attend 

services within their own benefice, or in the whole group, and to offer 

lifts where necessary. (Burrough Hill Benefice successfully adopted this 

pattern of one Sunday service a week several years ago.) 

Please speak to one of the clergy, readers or churchwardens if you have 

any queries or comments. 

� To assist our evening services of Evensong once a month, we would 

very much like some singers to meet and 

practise to lead the congregation.  Neville 

Richards (organist) has kindly offered his 

services to enable a monthly practice.  If you 

would like to ‘have a go’ at singing (no audition) 

the first rehearsal. in preparation for Evensong 

on January 13, will be on Tuesday, January 8, at 

7.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville Church. If you are 

interested please speak with Susan Leighton (840245) or Neville Richards 

(568335). 

It’s happening! 

� Messy Church on Saturdays 

Families are invited to come along to a once-a-

month ‘Messy Church’ happening on the first 

Saturday of each month 3—4.30 pm at Thorpe 

Satchville Village Hall (£1 per family). 

What is ‘Messy Church’? Come along and find 

out as we enjoy being together, making things 

together, eating together and celebrating God together through his word, 

through music and through prayer. 

The next ‘Messy Church’ will be on: 

Saturday, December 1 

Messy Church Christingle Service – in Church! 

Saturday, January 5, ‘Epiphany special’ – with crafts, games, story and 

food! – in the village hall. 

Contact Revd Susan Leighton (840245). 
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� The Sunday Club (for 0-11 years) on 

SUNDAYS!   (Children under 5 years – 

please bring a carer to stay with you.) 

Sunday, December 9, in South Croxton 

Church in the morning. For further dates, 

time  and information please ring Wendy 

Hardy (0116 260 7949) or Susan 

Leighton (840245). 

Looking back: 

Baptisms:  William Thomas Milner-

Armstrong at Twyford on November 25. 

We welcome William into the church 

family. 

To have your baby, child or yourselves 

baptised please contact Revd Susan 

Leighton (840245). 

Confirmation for adults.  If you would 

like to consider being confirmed please contact Revd Susan Leighton as 

soon as possible, as a new course for candidates will start in 2013. 

Funerals: We offer our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of 

Norah Mayes of Twyford.  A thanksgiving service for her life was held at 

St Andrew’s, Twyford, on November 6. 

Thanks to all who supported the Ladies’ Beauty Evening at Ragdale 

Hall.  This raised £370 for the Thorpe Satchville Church Roof Appeal.  

Also thanks to the Twyford Jubilee Fund for the donation of £500 for the 

Church Roof Appeal. 

Looking forward . . .  

� Christingle Services in December.  There 

will be three opportunities to share in a 

Christingle celebration.. 

Saturday, December 1, 3.00 pm in Thorpe 

Satchville Church with Messy Church. 

Wednesday, December 12, 7.00 pm in Twyford 

Church for United Carol and Christingle 

Service. 

Sunday, December 30, 3.30 pm, in Gaddesby.   

“. . . and as a precaution against another “. . . and as a precaution against another “. . . and as a precaution against another “. . . and as a precaution against another 

heating failure, all our kneelers have been heating failure, all our kneelers have been heating failure, all our kneelers have been heating failure, all our kneelers have been 

replaced with hot water hassocks”replaced with hot water hassocks”replaced with hot water hassocks”replaced with hot water hassocks”    



5 

All the services will be followed by 

festive refreshments. As well as being 

able to receive a Christingle in the 

service it is also an opportunity to 

support the vital work of the Children’s 

Society, which helps many children and 

young people who are in great need. 

All are welcome – please note the dates 

in your diary. 

� Do come along to:  ‘A Concert of 

Festive Music’ at South Croxton Church on Saturday, December 8.  

Please see village news for further details. 

� Nativity Service – Sunday, December 16, 10.30 am, Gaddesby 

Church. Children and adults! –  this is your opportunity to get out the 

dressing up box, be creative, and wear a costume (relating to the Nativity 

story). 

� You are invited to ‘Sing Christmas! Your opportunity to join with the 

Radio Leicester Carol Service ‘Sing Christmas’ – on Monday, 

December 17, at the Saddle Inn, Twyford, 7.00—8pm. All welcome. 

� Community Lunch Project - January Event 

The Parish Community Hub monthly lunch will be on Monday, January 

21, at 12.30 pm. It will be at Sysonby Knoll Hotel, Melton Mowbray. If 

you would like to attend please get in touch with Davina Bates (454201), 

Beryl Newman (0116 2603247), Vic Allsop (434697) or Annette Piper 

(840627). 

If you need transport please let us know because we can arrange for one 

of our volunteer drivers to give you a lift. 

The Community Hub Team. 

I look forward to seeing many of 

you in this season of celebration. 

Wishing you all a joyful 

Christmas and peaceful New 

Year 

Revd Susan Leighton and family 
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Mothers’ Union 
The Mothers’ Union meets on the first Thursday in the month. Further 

information from Annette Piper (840627). 

Council notices 
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The council’s 

next meeting is on December 3 at Ashby and Barsby Village Hall. The 

following meeting will be at Gaddesby Village Hall on Monday, January 

7, and the next meeting on Monday, February 4 , at Ashby and Barsby 

Village Hall. All start at 6.45 pm. Residents can raise questions at the 

beginning of meetings. Contact the clerk, Mrs Trudy Toon (840490). 

Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The council will meet 

on Tuesday, December 18, at 2.00 pm, in Thorpe Satchville Village Hall, 

and at 7.30 pm on January 20 in Twyford Village Hall 

South Croxton: The council will meet on Monday, December 10, and 

Monday, January 7. Both meetings are at the village hall at 6.30 pm. 

Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal: Twyford and District Royal British Legion has once 

again had a very successful year, collecting £3,201.48, just short of last 

year’s total, but a magnificent effort, especially from our outlying villages 

of Lowesby, Tilton and Great Dalby. Special thanks to the children and 

staff of Great Dalby Primary School. I would also like to thank all 

collectors, and public houses for displaying poppies. Baz Dilkes PAO 

Community support 
VOLUNTARY Action Melton (VAM) has appointed Greg Hewitt 

community engagement & representation officer in Melton borough. 

VAM wants people in the villages to be aware of the support available 

and to give the community a voice. 

It organises the quarterly VCS Community LinX Forums in Melton 

borough. Topics covered, which could include worklessness/

unemployment, working with older/younger people, funding advice, 

volunteering support and publicity, are decided by VCS. Further 

information is available on the website: http://

www.voluntaryactionmelton.org.uk/ Please get in touch with Greg if you 

think your community group can benefit. Email: 

greg@voluntaryactionmelton.org.uk  (07530 065730) 
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WI meetings 

Barsby & Ashby Folville: There is a Christmas party on December 12. 

On January 9 B. Johnson will be giving a talk on the History of Leicester 

Cinemas. For the competition, members are asked to bring a family 

picture and to link it to someone in the room. 

Gaddesby WI: It’s Christmas party time on December 12. The 

competition is a decorative Christmas hat. On January 9, members will be 

told of The Importance of Looking after your Feet by Stacey Howett. The 

competition is any interesting or unusual item beginning with “D”. 

South Croxton. The WI will hold a Christmas party on December 13 at 

the village hall at 7.30 pm. 

Ashby Folville & Barsby 

WI Carols: The WI will be carol 

singing in Ashby Folville on 

Friday, December 21, to raise 

money for the refurbishment of the 

Barsby and Ashby Folville 

handbells.  Last year the group had 

some great festive fun, and all are 

welcome to come along and join 

us. 

Angela Patton 

Christmas Altar Flowers: 

Donations towards the altar flowers would be greatly appreciated. Please 

contact Sylvia Favell (840259). 

Village hall bookings: Please contact Sylvia Favell (840259). 

Barsby Village Charity: Carols on the Green – 5.00 pm, Sunday, 

December 16. Barsby’s traditional start to Christmas with all your 

favourite carols, mulled wine, toasted marshmallows, mince pies and a 

visit by Santa. Everyone welcome. John Gordon-Saker. 

Mrs Gladys King: Born and bred in Barsby, Mrs Gladys King died 

recently at the age of 98. She was a much-loved mother and grandmother 

and will be missed by her family and friends, to whom we offer our 

sympathy. 
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Would you like to ring the bells at St. Mary’s? We are looking for 

interested people to learn the craft. You need to be reasonably fit, and be 

aged 10 and above. Practice night is Mondays, 7.30—9:00 pm.  

� Did you know that if we have too few ringers we use the church’s 

“Ellacombe Chiming Mechanism”, which allows one ringer to haul on 

eight ropes in a rack fixed to the ringing chamber wall. The system was 

devised by the Rev Henry Thomas Ellacombe of Gloucestershire, to avoid 

having to tolerate the behaviour of unruly bell-ringers. Gaddesby church 

has a similar mechanism. Maurice Deacon, tower captain (840123) 

Gaddesby 
Learn to dance: Get fit in the new year. A six-week course for beginners 

(ballroom and Latin) starts Saturday, January 12, at the village hall, 

7.30—8.00 pm, £25.00 per person. Details from  Audrey or Barry 

(840381). 

South Croxton 
 Concert: The Ratcliffe Chorale will give ‘A Concert of Festive Music’ at 

the church on Saturday, December 8. Tickets include light refreshments, 

£8 (£4 for under-16s). A joint event put on by the village hall committee 

and the church. Tickets from Brian (840627), Susan (840245) and David 

(840900). 

Thanks: The village hall committee would like to thank all who 

supported our last two events (bonfire night and the craft fair) by 

attending, helping and/or donating. We raised £678 which will help fund  

the building of a furniture store to help us maximise space in the hall. 

The hall is available for bookings for events, parties, classes etc.  Contact 

Caroline on (840272) to make your 

booking. 

Charity Fish and Chip Quiz Night: 

Raising funds for the Bishop's Youth 

Council mission to Tanzania. Tickets, 

£8.50 with fish and chip supper 

included. Raffle and licensed bar. 

Saturday, February 2, at 7:00 pm at the 

village hall. Tickets from Jo Charles 

(840501), Kirstie Black (840572) and 

Nicky Gardener (840666). 

. . . and if you scan it with a qr code-reading 
mobile phone it takes you straight to the 

diocesan website! 
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Twyford 
THE Twyford Diamond 

Jubilee Celebrations made 

a surplus of almost £2,200. 

Four local projects have 

won awards which must be 

commissioned within the 

year. These are: 

Twyford Recreation 

Ground – Two projects: to 

install power and a “Jubilee Gate”, £800. 

St Michael and All Angels Roof Appeal, Thorpe Satchville, £500. 

Thorpe Satchville village hall – a capital project using a Twyford based 

company to secure the gas facility, £425 

A further £400 was raised towards the Help for Heroes Everest Challenge 

which Andy Neill is now undertaking, climbing to Base Camp. In total, 

this has raised £10,000 for the charity. 

On November 17 there was an awards night, with free entertainment and 

food, to thank the community and to bring the Twyford Diamond Jubilee 

Celebrations to a close. Chairman Leigh Higgins said: “I would like to 

thank the people and volunteers who helped bring one of the largest 

jubilee events in the East Midlands to a successful conclusion (voted “The 

No.1 Place to Be” by website thisisleicestershire.co.uk). 
 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    

Village hall: Karate, Sundays, December 2 and 9, 10—11 am; December 

16, 10—12; Wednesdays, December 5, 12 and 19, 6.00—8.30 pm. 

Carpet Bowls, Monday, December 10, 8.00 pm. 

Drop In, Friday, December 14, 10.30—12.15 pm. Join us for raffle, tote, 

eat and drink, papers and chat. Pop in for company and coffee – all ages 

welcome. 

Whist Drive, Friday, December 14, 7.30 pm.  

Inns and Outs, Tuesday, December 11, 7.30 pm. Christmas party, £2.50.  

Bring food and drink to share. 

A Brassy Christmas! Start the festivities with an evening of fun and 

. . . I have reason to believe sir may be carrying illegally 

acquired lead from a church roof. 
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music from A World of Brass, Tuesday, December 

4, 7.30 pm. Bar and raffle. Tickets (8407734).  

JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary    

Karate, Sundays, January 13, 20 and 27, 10.00—

11; Wednesdays, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 6.00—8.30 pm. 

Carpet Bowls, Mondays, January 7 and 21, 8.00 

pm. 

Drop In, Fridays, January 11 and 25. Join us for raffle, tote, eat and 

drink, papers and chat. Pop in for company and coffee – all ages 

welcome. 

Whist Drive, Fridays, January 11 and 25, 7.30 pm. 

Inns and Outs, Tuesday, January 8, 7.30 pm. Peter and Chris’s Quiz 

Night (always popular and always different) £2.50. Bring a plate of food 

and a drink.  

Advance notice: Fascinating Rhythm, acclaimed performers, Thursday, 

February 7, 7.30 pm. Don’t miss it – book now!  

Village hall bookings, charges and enquiries, Chris (07903 333148). 

 

Priest-in-charge  The Reverend Susan Leighton, 01664 840245 

Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664) 

Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt 840783 

South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford 840231; Brian Piper 840627  

Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards 840591; Stephen Hardcastle 840733 

Gaddesby contact:  David Wyrko 840385 

Thorpe Satchville contacts: Janet Collins 840649 or Jane Smith 840876       

Who’s who in the parishes of the South Croxton Group 
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Burrough 
   10.30 HC 

MC 

 6.00 HC 

SL 

Frisby 
3.00 MC 

FMC  

10.30 HC 

PC 

 10.30 UCS 

FMC SL/Mst 

  

Grt Dalby  
10.30 Epip 

TL 

4.00 MC 

GDMC PC 

3.00 UCS 

GDMC TL 
 

10.30 AAW 

TL/RT 

Hoby 
 

 

  8.30 HC 

SL 

 10.30 HC 

PC 

K Bellars 
 6.00 ES 

MB 

   6.00 ES 

PC 

Lt Dalby 
  10.30 HC 

TL 

   

Pickwell 
    10.30 HC 

SL/MC 

 

Ragdale 
  8.30 HC 

SL 

 10.30 HC 

PC 

 

Rotherby 
  10.30 FS 

PC/RT 

   

Somerby 
 3.00 CS 

SMC Mst/SL 

 6.00 S of P 

PC/TL 

  

 
Jan 5 

SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday 

Jan 6 

EpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphany 

Jan 13 

Baptism of ChristBaptism of ChristBaptism of ChristBaptism of Christ 

Jan 20 

Epiphany 3Epiphany 3Epiphany 3Epiphany 3 

Jan 27 

Epiphany 4Epiphany 4Epiphany 4Epiphany 4 

Feb 3 

Lent Lent Lent Lent ––––2222 

Ashby F 
   10.30 HC 

PC 

  

Gaddesby 
  10.30 HC 

SL 

  8.30 HC 

SL 

Croxton 
 8.30 HC 

SL 

  10.30 AAW 

TL/KN 

 

Thorpe S 
3.00 MC 

VH 

 6.00 ES 

SL/KN 

   

Twyford 
    8.30 HC 

SL 

12.30 Bap 

SL 

January services — new rota 

Other services in the South West Framland (SWF) Group 
You are welcome to attend any of these services 

HC Holy Communion AAW All Age Worship CS Covenant Service Epip Epiphany Service FS Family Service MC Messy Church S of  P Songs of Praise. ES 

Evensong. FMC Frisby Methodist Centre HMC Hoby Methodist Centre GDMC Great Dalby Methodist Church SMC Somerby Methodist Church VH Village 

Hall. PC Revd Peter Collins; TL Revd Tony Leighton; SL Revd Susan Leighton; RT Rhona Tomlyn; MB Malcolm Britton; MC Canon Michael Covington; KN 

Kathryn Noble; Mst Methodist. 
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Service led by: SL Revd Susan Leighton; TL Revd Tony Leighton; DH The Very Revd Derek Hole; MB Malcolm 

Britton; JC Revd Jane Carter; MT Ministry Team; KN Kathryn Noble; LT Local Team; SWF South West Framland 

December Church Services December Church Services December Church Services December Church Services     

January church services (new rota) — Page 11 

Jan 5 

3.00 pm Thorpe Satchville Messy Church & Christingle — SL/LT Dec 1 
Saturday 

Dec 2  
Advent 1 

8.30 am South Croxton Holy Communion — SL 

10.30 am Gaddesby Holy Communion — SL 

5.00 pm Hoby Mst Centre United SWF carol service — MB 

Dec 9 
Advent 2 

8.30 am Ashby Folville Holy Communion — TL 

10.30 am Thorpe Satchville Holy Communion — SL 

6.00 pm Ashby Folville Carol Service — SL/KN 

Dec 16 
Advent 3 

Dec 17 
Monday 

8.30 am Twyford Holy Communion — SL 

6.30 pm Beeby Carol Service — SL/DH 

10.30 am Gaddesby Nativity Service — SL/KN 

7.30 pm Gaddesby Carols by Candlelight — SL/KN 
Dec 20 
Thursday 

10.30 am Frisby SWF Group Holy Communion — MT 

3.00 pm Gaddesby Christingle Service — SL 

Dec 30 
Christmas 1 

6.00 pm Thorpe Satchville Crib & Carol Service  — SL 

11.30 pm Gaddesby Holy Communion — SL 

Dec 24 
Christmas Eve 

Dec 25 
Christmas Day 10.30 am Ashby Folville All Age Communion — SL 

Dec 3 
Monday 7.30 pm Gaddesby WI Carol Service — SL 

7.00 pm Twyford United Carols & Christingle — SL/JC Dec 12 
Wednesday 

7.00 pm Saddle Inn, Twyford Sing Christmas — SL 

3.00 pm T Satchville VH Messy Church — SL 

Jan 6 
The Epiphany 

8.30 am South Croxton Holy Communion — SL 


