South Croxton Churches
The parishes of Ashby Folville & Barsby, Gaddesby, South Croxton with Beeby
and Twyford, Thorpe Satchville & John O’Gaunt

Newsletter December 2013 and January 2014
Rhona Tomlyn, Reader, reflects on the meaning of Christmas

A Christmas message for parents

E

veryone says Christmas comes too early, but does it really? Certainly, it is
distracting to find baubles and other “Christmas paraphernalia” in the shops in
September, especially if you have young children, but Christian people actually celebrate
the birth of Christ all the year. Without Jesus coming into this world, all Christian
Festivals would be pointless. At Christmas we remember this and thank God for the gift
he gave us by sending his Son to earth.
The Christmas story appeals to children, and this year the combined Methodist and
Anglican churches of the South West Framland Group invited the four primary schools,
Frisby, Gaddesby, Great Dalby and Somerby to submit designs for the front of a
Christmas card.
The selected card is being delivered with this magazine and will be sent to all
households in the area. All the designs will then be displayed in the schools' local CofE
or Methodist Church. Many of the children will
have been talking about the Nativity in school as the
designs were sent in before half term.
We are now in Advent, and Advent calendars, with
an appropriate Biblical theme, are available in
Tesco stores. It could be an opportunity to focus on
the real meaning of Christmas. Over the years my
family has built up a nativity scene, collecting
wooden figures and animals. Nativity figures are
available from Fairtrade shops or on line. Creative
families may like to make their own! Perhaps
children could make or help choose Christmas cards
which depict aspects of the Nativity story.
It is such a pleasure to see children receiving
presents on Christmas day and
“We’ve got online carol singers
again!”
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it can be equally wonderful to see a child take a figure or animal and place it on the
growing crib scene in church. There will be Christingle, Carol and Crib services in your
area. Do try to take children to these services and experience a feeling of the real
meaning of Christmas with them.
I wish you all a very joyful Christmas,

Church notices

Rhona Tomlyn

from the Rector of the South Croxton Benefice, Revd Susan Leighton
(840245)
Please see the Christmas Card for all the special services in
December, and the service plan for the usual services. You are
warmly invited to celebrate Christmas and New Year in any of
the churches!
Thank you for your generosity at Harvest in goods and
donations. At Christmas time we are particularly aware of those
who will be struggling to pay for warmth, food, housing, let
alone Christmas gifts! It’s hard to believe, there is a local
problem of POVERTY.
All the churches in the South West Framland Group are
supporting STOREHOUSE, which is a Melton-based church
charity, helping people in immediate need with a bag of high quality non-perishable food
and toiletries.
They need gifts of:
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, shower gel, shampoo, soap, sanitary towels/tampons,
deodorant.
Breakfast: UHT milk, small jars of coffee, small packets of teabags in foil packs, cereal
bars, small cereal packets (variety packs)
Lunches: pot noodles, packet soup, crisps, jams/spreads, biscuits/snack bars, small
bottles of long-life drinks.
Main meals: Tinned meat & fish with pull tops, tinned meat in sauce/gravy, small tinned
vegetables, dried rice/pasta, packet sauces, dried packet meals, tinned/long life puddings,
tinned custard/cream.
When you attend a Carol Service please consider bringing one or two items from
the above lists to go to Storehouse. We have put a Stor ehouse box inside near the
church door.
We will be continuing to support this project throughout the year, so if at any time you
feel you can donate an item from the above list, perhaps a couple of extra things added
to your weekly shop, it will all help those with greater needs. We will empty it regularly
and get it to Storehouse. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated.
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Changes to the service pattern
During 2013 there was a different Sunday Service rota, which has now been reviewed.
Some people appreciated moving to different churches for worship, either in the benefice
or in the group. We hope this will continue. It was felt in the South Croxton Benefice
that each church would appreciate one fixed Holy Communion service a month so the
new pattern takes account of this.
In 2014 two services will be held each Sunday – of the eight services in a month, five
services will be at a set time and place, while the other three services (in italics) will
move around the five churches. (there may be seasonal variations, and additional
“specials”, for example harvest festivals and Christmas)
The following will be the usual pattern each month:1st Sunday
8.30 am Ashby Folville Holy Communion
10.30 am South Croxton Holy Communion
2nd Sunday
10.30 am Thorpe Satchville Holy Communion
6.00 pm Evensong
3rd Sunday
8.30 am Twyford Holy Communion
10.30 am Gaddesby Holy Communion
4th Sunday
8.30 am Holy Communion
10.30 am All Age Worship
th

(5 Sunday 10.30 am SW F Group Service)
Evensong choir: In 2013 a small gr oup of singer s has been
meeting once a month to rehearse to lead the singing at
Evensong. If you would like to “have a go” and join them
please contact Neville Richards. (568335) or Revd Susan
Leighton (840245). Next rehearsal, Tuesday January7, at 7.00
pm, at Twyford Church.
With thanks . . . Thank you to all those who came to
remember the life of my father, Revd David Priston. It was
lovely to see so many familiar faces and to recall some happy memories. We are grateful
as a family for the friends Thelma and David made in these parishes and pray that God
will continue to watch over and bless your witness to these village communities.
We wish you a Happy Christmas. Philippa Chalkley
n Continued on Page 4
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Dates for your diary
Messy Church on Saturdays: Families ar e
invited to come along to a once-a-month
‘Messy Church’ on the first Saturday of each
month 3.00—4.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville
Village Hall (£1 per family).
What is ‘Messy Church’? Come along and find
out as we enjoy being together, making things
together, eating together and celebrating God
together through his word, through music and
through prayer.
The next ‘Messy Church’ session will be on:
Saturday December 7, Christmas Fun –
crafts, carols, and food (no January Messy
Church)
Saturday February 1, Messy Christingle!
Thorpe Satchville Church
Contact Revd Susan Leighton (840245).
Baptisms: To have your baby, child or your selves baptised please contact Revd
Susan Leighton.
Confirmation for adults. If you would like to consider being confir med please
contact Revd Susan Leighton as soon as possible, because a new course for candidates
will start in 2014.
Looking forward . . .
n Christingle Services. Ther e will be thr ee oppor tunities to shar e in a Chr istingle
celebration..
o Tuesday December 17, 7.00 pm in Twyford Church for United Carol and Christingle
Service.
o Sunday January 26, 3.00 pm in Ashby Folville Church.
o Saturday February 1, 3.00 pm Messy Church Christingle in Thorpe Satchville Church.
All the services will be followed by refreshments. As well as being able to receive a
Christingle in the service it is also an opportunity to support the vital work of the
Children’s Society, who support many children and young people who are in great need.
All are welcome – please note the dates in your diary.
n Do come along to: A Chr istmas Concer t at Ashby Folville Chur ch on Satur day
December 14, 7.30 pm, with Ratby Brass Band. Please see village news for further
details.
n Nativity Service: Sunday December 22, 10.30 am, Gaddesby Chur ch: Children
and adults! – this is your opportunity to get out the dressing-up box, be creative, and
wear a costume related to the Nativity story.
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n You are invited to Sing
Christmas! Your opportunity to join
with the Radio Leicester Carol
Service on Monday December 23, at
the Saddle Inn, Twyford, 7.00—
8.00 pm. All welcome.
n Community Lunch: The Par ish
Community Hub held its most
recent lunch get together, which was
the Christmas Lunch, at the end of
November at Ashby Folville Village
Hall with lunch supplied by the
Carrington Arms. There is no
Community Lunch planned in
December. Thank you to everyone
who supported the November event.

The special silverware only came out once a year.

The next event will be our first get
together of 2014. It will be held at: Sysonby Knoll, Melton Mowbray, Tuesday January
28, 12.00 pm for 12.30 pm start. We do hope that you will be able to join us. New
people continue to join us each month and it’s a great opportunity for the people of our
villages to meet up, and enjoy each others company.If you would like more information
please contact either: Davina Bates (454201), Beryl Newman (0116 2603247), Vic
Allsop (434697) or Annette Piper (840627). We are most grateful to our increasing
number of volunteer drivers who will be happy to pick up anyone from our villages who
needs transport.
If you haven’t been before do consider coming along, it’s a great opportunity for the
people of our villages to meet up, and enjoy each other’s company.
The Community Lunch Team.
n In January we have visiting clergy and a Reader conducting services on January 5
(Revd Alison Prince), and January 12 (Revd Pam Harvey), and Jean Lee (Reader).
n There will be an opportunity to hear more about Richard III, and developments at
Leicester Cathedral during the services on Sunday January 19.
The services at Twyford 8.30 am, and Gaddesby 10.30 am, will be conducted by the
Acting Canon Missioner at Leicester Cathedral, Revd Pete Hobson, who has
responsibilities in overseeing this project. Do come to welcome him and hear about the
plans, and the progress so far.

I look forward to seeing many of you in
this season of celebration. Wishing you
all a joyful Christmas and peaceful New
Year.
Revd Susan Leighton and family.
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Mothers’ Union
The Mothers’ Union meets on the first Thursday in the month. Further information from
Annette Piper (840627).

Council notices
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The council’s next meeting is
on Monday December 2, at Gaddesby Village Hall. The following meetings will be at
Gaddesby on Monday January 6, and at Ashby and Barsby Village Hall on Monday
February 3. All start at 6.45 pm. Residents can raise questions at the beginning of
meetings. Contact the clerk, Mrs Trudy Toon (840490).
Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The council will meet on Tuesday,
December 7, at 2.00 pm, in Thorpe Satchville Village Hall. The next meeting will be on
Tuesday January 21, at 7.30 pm, in Twyford Village Hall.
South Croxton: The council will meet on Thur sday, December 5, at the village hall
at 6.30 pm. The next meeting is on Thursday, January 2.

Royal British Legion
Annual meeting: Member s will get together at the Cheney Ar ms, Gaddesby, on
December 2 at 8.00 pm.

WI meetings
Barsby & Ashby Folville: Member s will be celebr ating with a Christmas party on
Wednesday December 11. Mr N Harrington will be talking about poetry and gardens at
the January 8 meeting.
Gaddesby: : Thank you to all members and friends for supporting the coffee morning
for Rainbows in November. A total of just over £202 was raised. The meeting on
Wednesday December 11 will be a bring-and-share Christmas party with a table
decoration as the competition.
The speaker at the January 8 meeting will be Bruce Griffin on Mr Straw’s House. There
will be a bring-and-buy for ACWW and the competition will be “anything beginning
with H”.
South Croxton: Member s will be displaying their Chr istmas cr afts on Thur sday
December 19 and on Thursday January 16 there will be a reflexology demonstration.
Both meetings start at 7.30 pm.

Ashby Folville & Barsby
Christmas concert: An evening of
Christmas music with the Ratby Cooperative Brass Band led by musical
director Michael Fowles, Saturday,
December 14, St Mary’s Church, Ashby
Folville. Come and sing along to your
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favourite Christmas songs and carols and enjoy a
glass of mulled wine and a mince pie. Tickets
£6.00 per adult, children free. To book your
evening of Christmas songs and carols contact
David and Angela Patton (840964) or Mick and
Wendy Farmer( 841260)
Harvest supper: Sylvia would like to thank all
who helped, made sweets, gave prizes and
supported the event, which raised £836 to be split
between the church and village hall.
Christmas flowers: Donations for the
decoration of the church would be greatly
appreciated. Sylvia.
Carols on the Green: Sunday December 22, at
5.00 pm. All your favourite carols, mulled wine,
mince pies, toasted marshmallows and a visit
“It’s worth getting to church
from Santa. Everyone welcome.
an hour early to grab a pew
Pantomime: You’ve hear d of Mother Goose.
by the electric socket.”
Well, here comes the world premiere of Father
Turkey! Fun for young and old from all parts of the benefice, with free sweets for
children, cash bar and a good old sing-along. Performances at 3.00 pm and 7.00 pm,
Saturday February 8,.Ashby Folville Village Hall. Profits to Barsby Village Hall Green
with a donation to the village hall. Ticket applications included on flyers, but may also
be ordered by calling 840291. Seats £8, floor area for children £4.

Gaddesby
Open Gardens update: The final sums have been done and the total r aised has
increased to £5,894. Thanks to all who helped.
Gaddesby Gallop: It’s the time of year to get wet and muddy,This year ’s gallop will
take place on December 14. The four-mile fun run take competitors across ploughed
fields, brooks, ponds and drainage pipes. Registration is at 9.30 am for an 11.00 am start.
There is a £5 entry fee, which includes Santa hat. For more details contact Lance Shaw
(840550/07966015851) or Sam Burdett (840626/07748084529).The “Gaddesby Gallop”
Facebook page has all the details and updates and the Gaddesby website
(www.gaddesby.org) also has links to the race.

South Croxton
Church bells and tower project: The Monthly Lottery was launched on September 29
with an enjoyable and well-supported gathering in the church. There were 103 numbers
in the first draw, won by Tracy Whitehead. By the second draw at the end of October,
won by Sam Teasdale, we had 105 numbers. The November winner was Bill Langley.
There’s still room for others to join at £1 per week for a monthly prize of £100. Brian
Piper
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Village hall: The hall is available for
events, parties, classes, etc. Contact
Caroline (840272) to make your booking.

Thorpe Satchville
Scout groups: The beaver s meet ever y
Thursday evening 5.30—6.30 at the village
hall and the cubs every other Thursday
evening 7.40—8.15. The groups are
looking for new young people to join.
Contact 1thorpescouts@gmail.com or come
along at 5.30 pm onwards for beavers and
6.45 onwards for cubs. We are also looking
for a new chairperson for our group. If
anyone knows of anyone who would be
interested in the position please contact us
at the village hall on Thursday nights. Petra
Johnston, beaver leader (07971602609 ) or
Tim Ashton, cub leader (07976 378795).

Twyford
Thank-you: Twyfor d PCC wishes to
thank the flower arrangers, cleaners, bellringers, churchwardens and mowers for all
their help in the past year. Dorothy

Twyford Village Hall
Inns and Outs: Chr istmas Par ty,
Tuesday 10 December 10, 7:30 pm. Music,
games, prizes. Bring a plate of food for the
buffet supper and a drink. £2.50 per person.
Next year's Inns and Outs calendar is now
open for suggestions. For more details
please contact Paula (840787).
Christmas Carols: Meet us at 6.00 pm on
Saturday December 21at the village hall, for carols
around the village and/or join us 6.45—7.15 pm
for mince pies and mulled wine – all ages and
voices welcome!
Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, December 1, 8, 15, 22;

Tuesdays, 6.00 pm, December 3, 10, 17;
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, December 4, 11, 18.
Carpet Bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, December 9.
Drop In: Fr idays, 10.30 am, November 1, 15, 29.
Whist Drive: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, December 13.
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Charity Drop In: Fr iday December 13,
10:30—12.15 pm. Come and look for those last
-minute presents and stocking fillers. Enjoy
coffee, croissants and cake. Everyone
welcome.
New Year Drop In: Fr iday J anuar y 10,
10.30—12.15 pm.
Village Hall Bookings: The hall is available
for booking for your party, meeting, wedding
or other event. Contact Chris (07903 333148 or
840774) for more information.
Advance notice: Don’t miss the best quiz of
2014 at Inns and Outs, Tuesday January 14,
7.30 pm.
Village Hall Bookings: Twyfor d Village Hall
is available for booking for your party,
meeting, wedding or other event. Contact Chris (07903 333148 or 840774) for more
information.

Newsletter online
LOST your copy of the newsletter? Can’t remember a date or time? Thanks to
Simon Hargrave you can find an online version of the church newsletter on the
Gaddesby village website: www.gaddesby.org.uk
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Who’s who in the South Croxton Benefice
Rector of the South Croxton Benefice (all numbers preceded by area code 01664): The Revd
Susan Leighton: The Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton, LE7 3RJ. Tel: (840245)
susan.leighton2@btinternet.com
Clergy:
Revd Peter Collins: The Rectory,
2 Carrfields Lane, Frisby, LE14 2NT, (434985) revdpeter@msn.com
Revd Tony Leighton: The Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton, LE7 3RJ, (840245)
tony0leighton@btinternet.com
Readers:
Mrs Rhona Tomlyn: 14 High Street, Somerby, LE14 2PZ, (454064)rhonatomlyn@gmail.com
Mr Malcolm Britton: 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-Wreake. (434490), mr.britton@virgin.net
Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664)
Ashby Folville & Barsby:

Rosemary Holt (840783)

South Croxton with Beeby:

Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)

Twyford & John O’Gaunt:
Gaddesby contact:

David Wyrko (840385)

Thorpe Satchville contacts:

Janet Collins (840649) or Jane Smith (840876)

n The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group which operates an
office. For all wedding enquiries please contact the Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Cluster
Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, LE14 2ET, (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com.
Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184)
Contributions, news, events and notices may be emailed to
churchmaged@gmail.com
or left at/posted to 18 Ashby Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF (next to the village hall car park).
The deadline for the February magazine is January 22.
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