
  

J ust to set the record straight, the Olympic Games – yes, the events that 
will bring much of London to a standstill at the end of this month – 

were founded in 776BC in ancient Greece.  
They involved athletics, poetry and music and were held at Olympia 
(hence their title), a centre for the worship of Zeus. You may recall that 
Mount Olympus – the highest point in Greece – was the dwelling place of 
the gods and goddesses of Greek and Roman religion.  
Once the Christian faith prevailed in the Roman Empire the Games were 
abolished, in the fourth century AD. What we have this month is a 
modern revival of the Games, the brainchild of a Frenchman, Pierre de 

Coubertin. It was he who memorably 
declared that the object of the Games was 
not the winning but the taking part. 
The ancient Olympic Games had no 
element of international competition, no 
rankings, no flags or national anthems. 
The youth of the world were invited to 
Oympia to test their prowess against  
others – not just athletically, as we have 
noted, but artistically. 

By contrast, the modern Games have 
become a celebration of national 
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triumphalism, a notion far removed 
from the original Greek model, but 
also foreign to the vision of de 
Coubertin.  

He would have deplored medal 
tables, anthems, flag-raisings and all 
the media hype that surrounds 
perceived national success or failure.  

Patriotic pride has attached itself to 
the accumulation of gold medals – 
many in Britain will write this year’s 
Games off as a failure if Team GB 
does not win more of them than we 
did last time. 

The ancient Games are conspicuous 
in the New Testament, especially in the letters of St Paul. He must have 
been a bit of an athletics’ fan, because time and again he reverts to the 
Games for illustrations of Christian pilgrimage.  

The marathon was the greatest of all the contests, and that provided him 
with the perfect picture of the faithful life, from the starting line to the 
distant finish.  

The Christian competes, but not against the other runners. Our contest is 
with all the things that will distract us, slow us down, divert our eyes from 
the ultimate goal. And at the end of the marathon of life there is the prize, 
the ‘crown of glory’ – not just for the winner, but for everyone who 
completes the course.  

“I have fought the good fight,” he writes. “I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith.” 

 Not won, you notice, but finished. And for that, he says, he will receive 
the crown – “and not only me but all who have longed to see him” (2 
Timothy 4:8).  

The apostle and the founder of the modern Games would agree on one 
thing for sure. The prize is not for winning, but for taking part. 

“You should have a motto for 
your sermons, dear — Better, 
Clearer, Shorter.” 
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Dates for your Diary: 

Families are invited to come along to a “Messy 
Church” happening on the first Saturday of each 
month, 3—4.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville Village 
Hall (cost £1 per family).   
What is “Messy Church”?  Come along and find 
out as we enjoy being together, making things together, eating together 
and celebrating God together through his word, through music and 
through prayer.   
The next  “Messy Church” session will be on Saturday, July 7 — Messy 
Olympics!   Come and have fun, with games. at Thorpe Satchville Village 
Hall,  3—4.30 pm (and outside if fine). Bring food to share! Contact Revd 
Susan Leighton (840245). 
�  The Sunday Club (for 0-11 years) on Sundays! (Children under 5 

years – please bring a carer to stay with you.), July 8, South Croxton 
Church 11.30—12.30 pm. For further dates and information please ring 
Wendy Hardy (0116 260 7949). 
�  The group for teenagers, Living our lives 4 Jesus, (LOL4J) is 

continuing on Sunday afternoons/evenings.  All young people in school 
years 7 to 11 are welcome. Please contact Wendy Hardy (0116 260 7949) 
for more information. 
Baptisms: To have your baby, child or yourselves baptised please contact 
Revd Susan Leighton  (840245). 
Confirmation  for adults.  If you would like to consider being confirmed 
please contact Revd Susan Leighton. 
Funerals: We offer our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends 
of : 
Ron Chapman, of Twyford.  The funeral was held in church on  Monday, 
June 11.  

Church notices 

from the Priest in Charge, Revd Susan Leighton (840245) 
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Sheila Warrington, of Gaddesby.  A Thanksgiving Service was held in 
church on Tuesday, June 19. 

Looking back…. 
Jubilee: Thank you to all those who made the village celebrations 
possible.  It was heartening to see so many at the Jubilee Service in 
Twyford in spite of the weather! 
Ashby Folville Fete – Thank you to all stall holders and the planning 
team who made the fete possible.  Thank you to all who braved the 
weather and gave generously. 
Looking forward…….  
�   A new step for one young person, Adam Taylor, (member of ‘Living 

Our Lives for Jesus’ teenage group LOL4J) who will be confirmed in 
Leicester Cathedral on Wednesday, July 18, at 7.30 pm.     
Please pray for him as he takes this important step in his life. All welcome 
at the service to support Adam. 
�   Classic cars and bikers: As you may know, cars and bikes are to be 

found in Ashby Folville on the second Tuesday evening of the summer 
months. St Mary’s, Ashby Folville, will be open from 6.30 pm to 8.15 pm 
on Tuesday, July 10, and Tuesday, August 14. 
�   I warmly invite you to the July and August services – see lists on 

Back Page (July) and Page 11 (August), particularly the Summer Special, 
Telling our story, at Great Dalby Methodist church on Sunday, July 29, at 
10.30 am.  
Evensong will be on the second Sunday evening of each month at 
Twyford, July 8 and August 12, at 6.00 pm. 
Launde Abbey: Have you seen this wonderfully restored retreat house 
and beautiful grounds? Launde Abbey is open over the August Bank 
Holiday weekend – ring 01572 717254 for further information. 
Canon Michael Covington is Acting Warden of Launde Abbey and has 
invited us to a Tour, Talk and Tea, followed by Songs of Praise, on 
Sunday, September 23, starting at 2.30 pm. The cost of the tea (including 
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scones, cream and cake) will be £5. Please contact Revd Susan Leighton  
(840245) if you are interested in this visit. 
Calling all cyclists and walkers! Would you be willing to ride or walk 
around some of the churches in the South West Framland group on 
Saturday, September 8?  This is an annual sponsored event, Ride + Stride, 
and the amount you raise is divided between your local village church and 

Mothers’ Union 

Members will take tea and Pimms in the garden of 13 Church Lane, 
Hoby, the home of Leslie Case, on Thursday, August 2, 3.00—5.00 pm. 
All welcome. Proceeds will go to helping needy local families to have 
holidays by the sea. Adults, £5, children free — and very welcome. On 
September 6, at2.30 pm, there will be Holy Communion, with Revd 
Susan Leighton, at Ashby Folville church. 

The MU meets on the first Thursday of the month and welcomes visitors. 
For more information contact Annette Piper (840627).  

Royal British Legion 

As briefly reported last month, Mr. G. B. “Baz” Dilkes has been a valued 
member of the Twyford & District Branch since 1947.  
He joined the Home Guard at 17, and after war service, partly in Egypt, 
he joined the branch when he was demobbed in 1947. He is one of the 
original members, the branch having been set up in late 1945. 
Since that time he has held many of the branch offices. He also played 
cricket for the British Legion, especially in the competitions that the 
Leicester area used to organise. He played long alley skittles and other 
sports organised by the Twyford Branch. 
In 2004 Derek Hawes gave up the Poppy Organiser’s job. Baz took over. 
and since then he has been tireless in his efforts, increasing the area as 
other organisers dropped by the wayside and also increasing the totals 
every year by his efforts by distributing boxes over a wide area.  
At the age of 84 this is no mean feat of time and effort. In 2011 the total 
was £3,249.35. The best ever! Baz still remains an active, productive and 
well respected member of the branch. He is minutes secretary and, with 
his wife, Barbara, supports the members at all social events. 
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Community lunch project. 

The Parish Community Hub held its fifth successful lunch of the pilot 
scheme at Grants, Burrough on the Hill, on Tuesday, June 26. Thank you 
to all those who supported this event. 
This concludes the pilot scheme. However, we are pleased to advise that 
at the Leicestershire County Council Melton West Forum held at the end 
of May at the new Melton Borough Council offices the Community 
Lunch Project was successful in obtaining further funding of £500 
We hope over the summer to put in place a new programme of lunches 
for the Autumn/Winter period. If you would like more information please 
contact either: Davina Bates 01664 454201; Beryl Newman 0116 
2603247; Vic Allsop 01664 434697 or Annette Piper 01664 840627. 

The Community Lunch Team. 

‘Get Walking’ Day 
This free day out for all the family is on Saturday, July 7, from 9.00 am, 
starting from Asfordby Village Hall, 24 Main Street, LE14 3SA. Find out 
about the benefits of walking in the countryside that is on your doorstep.  
Join us for a walk from the parish hall or come and talk to us about our 
current programme of led walks. Relax and have some refreshments. 
Walks on the day from the village hall: 3-mile walks start at 10.00 am, 
1.00 pm and 3.00 pm; 6- and 9-mile walks start at 10.00 am. Ample free 
parking for all visitors. For more details, contact Martin James 
(07969669230). 

Council notices 
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The council will  
meet on Monday, July 2, at 6.45 pm, at Gaddesby Village Hall. The next 
meeting will be on Monday, August 6, at Ashby and Barsby Parish Hall. 
The following meeting will be on September 3, at Gaddesby Village Hall. 
Twyford and  Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The next meeting is at 
Twyford Village Hall on Wednesday, July 18. The following meeting is 
at Thorpe Satchville Village Hall on Wednesday, August 15. Both 
meetings start at 7.30 pm. 
South Croxton Parish Council: The next meeting is on Thursday, July 
5, at 6.30 pm, in the village hall. The following meeting will be on 
Thursday, September 6. 



7 

WI meetings 
Barsby & Ashby Folville: Kate Hubbard will talk about wildlife rescue 
and rehabilitation at Ashby and Barsby Parish Hall on July 11. The 
competition is a wildlife picture. On August 8 there is a summer outing. 
Gaddesby: Mr Michael Bull, MBE, will reveal the history of the Little 
Theatre on July 11. The competition is an old theatre programme. There 
is an outing on August 8. 
South Croxton: There will be a strawberry tea on July 19. There is no 
meeting in August. 

 Ashby Folville & Barsby 
Garden Fete: Another very successful day at St Mary’s fete, despite the 
weather.  About £2,000 was raised for church funds through the hard 
work and generosity of villagers and people visiting the fete. A big “thank 
you” to all of you who contributed on the day and beforehand. 
Everybody’s hard work is very much appreciated  Rosemary Holt. 
Village hall bookings: Please contact Sylvia Favell (840259). 
Would you like to ring the bells at St. 
Mary's church? We are still looking for 
interested people to learn the craft so that your 
beautiful 12cwt. ring of eight bells can be rung 
with your help, at every service – about twice a 
month. To do this, you need to be reasonably 
fit, male or female, and be aged 10 or over. It’s 
fun, challenging and incredibly rewarding! 
Practice night will be every Thursday, 7.30—
9:00 pm.  
Tower Fact 2. The Five-Minute Bell. Did 
you know that years ago, when most country 
folk were employed on the land, there is a 
legend  that the five-minute bell was used to 
inform the farm hands, and others, that they had about five minutes before 
the service started. When the vicar walked into the vestry to change into 
his robes, the tolling bell would be rung down and chimed. This caused 
the bell to speed up, and tell the worshippers that they had only a couple 
of minutes before the service started. Next time there is a service, listen to 
the tolling bell and for the change in speed. Maurice (840123). 

With her fear of spiders and 
heights, Sister Angela 

should never have joined the 
bell-ringing team. 
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Fire warning: Gaddesby Parish Council would like to remind all 
parishioners that the burning of any kind of plastic and/or rubber is 
strictly prohibited (Environmental Protection Act 1990). 
The burning of such items can create dangerous fumes and could 
potentially be harmful to parishioners, especially those with chest 
complaints.  Thank you. 

Gaddesby 

St Luke’s revealed: Church recorders from NADFAS (The National 
Association of Decorative & Fine Arts Societies) have been active since 
May of last year investigating all the nooks and crannies of our 10th 
Century building. They would like to invite you to our historic church at 
2.30 pm on Saturday, October 6, to tell you about their discoveries. There 
will also be a demonstration of smoke marking of silver and afternoon 
tea. Tickets, costing £5, from David Wyrko (840385), Susan Leighton 
(840245), Glyn Tucker (841184), all proceeds going to keeping the 
church in good order. The closing date is Wednesday, September 26, for 
catering purposes. 
Share your passion: Bookworms, child-raisers, music buffs, artists and 

photographers, are invited to share your passion over coffee in the sunny 
corner of St Luke’s Church on Monday, July 2, 10.00—12 noon and on 
subsequent first Mondays of August, September and October. Don’t miss 
out – you could make friends for life. All ages welcome (quiet children 
OK). More information (840267). 

Art courses: Watercolour workshops at Rutland Water, Wednesdays 
10.00—1.00 pm, £29, Sunday 10.00—4.00 pm, £55. All abilities 
welcome. Contact: Andrew Geeson (840162 or 07505059682). 
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South Croxton 
Church Garden Fete: Due to the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, the fete 
has been re-scheduled for 
September 1. 

Christian Aid Week - The 
final figure for our Christian 
Aid Week is £545, including 
Gift Aid. Not bad for two 
villages of 130 dwellings. 
Many, many thanks. Brian 
Piper 

Twyford 

JulyJulyJulyJuly    

Twyford Village Hall: 
Village Hall Bookings, 
charges, enquiries, Chris 
(840774). 

Karate: Tuesdays 3 & 10 

(6.00—7.30 pm); 
Wednesdays: 4 &11 (6.00—
8.30 pm); Sundays 1 & 8 (10—11 am); Karate Summer School, July 30, 
31 and August 1. For info on Karate dates Alison (851238). 

Carpet Bowls: Mondays, 9 & 23 (8.00 pm). 

Drop In : Fridays, July 13 & 27, 10.30—12.15 pm. All ages and visitors 
to the village welcome — join us for raffle, tote, eat and drink, papers and 
chat. Work from home?  Children or grandchildren? Pop in for company 
and coffee.   

Whist Drives: Fridays, July 13 & 27, 7.30 pm.  

Inns and Outs: Tuesday,  July 10. Members of Twyford Guild of Artists 
will open their studios and gardens between 6.30 am and 8.30 pm. All 
welcome. Meet  afterwards for supper in the Saddle at 8.30 pm. Cost 

“Narcissus” please . . . 
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£5.00. Please confirm numbers by 
Saturday, July 7 (840012, Richard) or 
email: frances@franceslowe.co.uk  

Recreation ground: The committee thanks 
everyone who donated to the tombola stall 
at Melton Day, which raised £700. 
St Andrew’s Church: A jam and pickle 
stall at Ashby Folville fete raised £100 for 
St Andrew’s Church. 
 

August 

Village hall: Bookings, charges, enquiries, Chris (840774). 
Karate Summer School August 20, 21 and 22. For all other Karate dates 
in August please phone Alison (851238). 
Carpet Bowls: Mondays, 6 & 20, 8.00 pm.   
Drop In : Fridays, August 10 & 24, 10.30—12.15 pm. All ages and 
visitors to the village welcome — join us for raffle, tote, eat and drink, 
papers and chat. Work from home?  Children or grandchildren? Pop in for 
company and coffee.   
Whist Drives: Fridays, 10 & 24, 7.30 pm.  
Inns and Outs: 
Tuesday, August 14. 

Exhibition : The 
Twyford Guild of 
Artists annual  
exhibition will be on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 29 & 30, 
in Twyford Village 
Hall, 12.00—5.00 
pm. Free admission. “Joshua says he’s very sorry, but it’s something to  do 

with the recent weapons procurement review.” 
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Service led by: SL Revd Susan Leighton; KN Kathryn Noble, 

 LT Local Team. AAW All Age Worship 

August 5 

Trinity 9 

8.30 am South Croxton Holy Communion — SL 

10.30 am Gaddesby Holy Communion — SL 

August 12 

Trinity 10 

8.30 am South Croxton Holy Communion — SL 

10.30 am Gaddesby Holy Communion —  SL 

August 19 
Trinity 11 

8.30 am Thorpe Satchville Holy Communion — SL 

10.30 am Ashby Folville All Age Worship — SL/LT 

August 26 

Trinity 12 

August Church ServicesAugust Church ServicesAugust Church ServicesAugust Church Services    

8.30 am Ashby Folville Holy Communion — SL 

10.30 am Thorpe Satchville All Age Communion — SL 

6.00 pm Twyford Evensong — SL/KN 

Sep 2 

Trinity 13 

8.30 am Gaddesby Holy Communion — SL 

10.30 am Twyford AAW and Baptism — SL/KN 

Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker 

Contributions, news, events and notices may be telephoned to 

01664 841184, emailed to churchmaged@gmail.com or left at/

posted to 18 Ashby Road, Gaddesby LE7 4WF (next to the village 

hall car park). Please provide a name and contact telephone 

number on any submissions in case checks need to be made.  

The September edition deadline is  August 22.The September edition deadline is  August 22.The September edition deadline is  August 22.The September edition deadline is  August 22. 
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Service led by: SL Revd Susan Leighton; PC Revd Peter Collins; 

 MB Malcolm Britton; KN Kathryn Noble; WH Wendy Hardy; LT Local Team; 

JC Rev Jane Carter; FT Fraternal Team 

July 1  
Trinity 4 

8.30 am South Croxton Holy  Communion — SL 

10.30 am Gaddesby Holy Communion — SL/KN 

July 7 

8.30 am Ashby Folville Holy Communion — SL 

10.30 am Thorpe Satchville All Age Worship —  MB 

6.00 pm Twyford Evensong — MB/KN 

11.30 am South Croxton Sunday Club  —  WH 

8.30 am Twyford Holy Communion — PC 

10.30 am Gaddesby All Age Worship — MB 

July 15 
Trinity 6 

July Church ServicesJuly Church ServicesJuly Church ServicesJuly Church Services    

10.30 am 
Great Dalby 

Methodist Church 

United South West Framland 

Group Service — JC /FT 
July 29 
Trinity 8 

Priest-in-charge   The Reverend Susan Leighton, 01664 840245 
Churchwardens  (all numbers preceded by area code 01664) 
Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt 840783 
South Croxton & Beeby: Ann Crawford 840231; Brian Piper 840627  
Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards 840591; Stephen Hardcastle 840733 
Gaddesby contact:  David Wyrko 840385 
Thorpe Satchville  contacts: Janet Collins 840649 or Jane Smith 840876       

Who’s who in the parishes of the South Croxton Group 

August church services — Page 11 

3.00 pm T Satchville VH Messy Church — SL/LT 

July 8 
Trinity 5 

8.30 am Thorpe Satchville Holy Communion — PC 

10.30 am Ashby Folville All Age Worship — LT/KN 

July 22 
Mary Magdalene 


